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Editing Fact and Fiction: A Deep Dive into Sharpe &
Gunther's Concise Guide

This article explores *Editing Fact and Fiction: A Concise Guide*, the first edition published by Cambridge University
Press in 1994, authored by Leslie Sharpe and Irene Gunther. This seminal work remains a valuable resource for
aspiring and seasoned editors navigating the complexities of both factual and fictional writing. We'll examine its key
contributions to the field, its enduring relevance, and its practical applications for editors working across diverse
genres. Our exploration will cover key aspects of copyediting, substantive editing, and the crucial differences in
editing approaches for non-fiction versus fiction. Finally, we'll delve into the book's enduring legacy and its
continued influence on editorial practices.

The Enduring Value of Sharpe & Gunther's Guide

*Editing Fact and Fiction* stands out for its clear and concise approach to a multifaceted subject. Published at a time
when editorial practices were rapidly evolving with the advent of desktop publishing, the book expertly synthesizes
traditional techniques with the emerging challenges of a new technological landscape. Sharpe and Gunther's strength
lies in their ability to distill complex editorial principles into easily digestible concepts, making the book accessible to
editors of all experience levels. The authors avoid jargon and instead employ clear, practical examples, ensuring the
reader gains a thorough understanding of the core principles. This clarity makes it an excellent resource for both
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beginners seeking a foundational understanding and experienced editors looking for a refresher or a new perspective
on established practices.

### Understanding the Core Principles: Copyediting vs. Substantive Editing

One of the book's significant contributions is its clear differentiation between copyediting and substantive editing.
Sharpe and Gunther meticulously outline the responsibilities of each, emphasizing the importance of understanding
the nuances of each role in the editorial process. Copyediting, the book explains, focuses on surface-level
corrections—grammar, punctuation, spelling, and style consistency—while substantive editing delves deeper,
addressing structural issues, content accuracy, argumentation, and overall coherence. This distinction is crucial for
editors, helping them approach different projects with the appropriate level of attention and intervention.

##+# Navigating the Differences: Editing Fact and Fiction

A key strength of *Editing Fact and Fiction* is its detailed comparison of editing approaches for fact and fiction. The
authors convincingly argue that while the fundamental principles of good writing apply to both, the editorial process
must adapt to the distinct nature of each genre. Non-fiction, the book highlights, demands accuracy, verification of
facts, and adherence to journalistic ethics, while fiction necessitates a more nuanced approach that focuses on
maintaining the author's voice and vision, while still ensuring clarity and consistency. This insightful analysis is
particularly useful for editors who work across different genres. The book provides practical strategies for navigating
the challenges of each genre, offering a robust framework for effective editorial decision-making.

Practical Applications and Enduring Relevance

The principles outlined in *Editing Fact and Fiction* continue to be highly relevant today. Despite the significant
advancements in technology and the evolution of digital publishing, the core principles of good editing—accuracy,
clarity, consistency, and attention to detail—remain timeless. The book's emphasis on strong ethical considerations in
editing remains incredibly pertinent in today’s rapidly evolving media landscape. Furthermore, its focus on
collaborative editing—understanding the writer-editor relationship and the necessity for clear communication—is
essential for successful projects. The book empowers editors to engage constructively with authors, enhancing the
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collaborative process and delivering high-quality final products.
### Impact on Editorial Practices

*Editing Fact and Fiction* has had a significant and lasting impact on editorial training and practice. Many editorial
courses and workshops still utilize the book as a primary text, demonstrating its continued value as a pedagogical
tool. Its clear and practical approach makes it highly effective in training new editors and providing valuable guidance
to experienced professionals. The book’s comprehensive approach to editing—covering everything from style guides
to indexing—serves as a valuable resource for editors working across various media.

The Book's Legacy and Continued Influence

*Editing Fact and Fiction: A Concise Guide* remains a vital reference for editors working across various disciplines. Its
clear explanations, practical examples, and emphasis on ethical considerations ensure its continued relevance in the
ever-evolving world of publishing and communication. The book continues to be cited in academic literature and used
in professional development settings, establishing its status as a foundational text in the field of editing. The book's
legacy is cemented by its consistent ability to provide clear, concise guidance on the fundamentals of effective
editing, regardless of technological advancements or shifting publishing paradigms.

FAQ

Q1: What is the primary focus of *Editing Fact and Fiction*?

Al: The book's primary focus is to provide a clear and concise guide to the principles and practices of editing both
factual and fictional works. It emphasizes the distinctions between copyediting and substantive editing and the
unique challenges presented by each genre.

Q2: Who is the intended audience for this book?

A2: The book is suitable for editors of all levels, from beginners seeking a foundational understanding of editing

Editing Fact And Fiction A Concise Guide To Editing 1st First Edition By Sharpe Leslie T Gunther Irene Published By Cambridge
University Press 1994



Editing Fact And Fiction A Concise Guide To Editing 1st First Edition By Sharpe Leslie T Gunther Irene Published By Cambridge
University Press 1994

principles to experienced editors looking to refine their skills or expand their knowledge. Its clear language and
practical examples make it accessible to a wide range of readers.

Q3: What are the key differences in editing fact and fiction as described in the book?

A3: The book highlights the crucial difference in prioritization between fact and fiction. Fact-based editing demands
accuracy, verification of sources, and adherence to ethical standards. Fiction editing, on the other hand, focuses on
preserving the author's voice and vision while ensuring clarity and consistency.

Q4: How has *Editing Fact and Fiction* influenced modern editorial practices?

A4: The book's clear articulation of core editing principles, its distinction between copyediting and substantive editing,
and its focus on ethical considerations have significantly influenced editorial training and practice. It has become a
standard text in many editorial courses and serves as a valuable reference for professionals.

Q5: Is this book still relevant in the digital age?

A5: Absolutely. While technology has changed how we publish and consume content, the core principles of good
editing—accuracy, clarity, consistency, and attention to detail—remain timeless. The book's focus on these
fundamental aspects ensures its enduring relevance.

Q6: What are some of the strengths of Sharpe and Gunther's writing style?

A6: Sharpe and Gunther's writing style is known for its clarity, conciseness, and practicality. They avoid unnecessary
jargon, employing clear and accessible language that is easily understood by editors of all experience levels. Their
use of practical examples further enhances the book's readability and effectiveness.

Q7: Where can | find a copy of *Editing Fact and Fiction*?

A7: While the first edition might be challenging to find new, you can often locate used copies through online
booksellers like Amazon, Abebooks, or other used book marketplaces. University libraries may also have copies
Hable.
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Q8: What makes this book stand out from other editing guides?

A8: *Editing Fact and Fiction* stands out due to its comprehensive and balanced treatment of both factual and
fictional editing. Many other guides might focus solely on one or the other, but this book expertly bridges the gap,
providing a holistic understanding of the editorial process across genres. The clarity and conciseness of its
presentation also make it a highly accessible and practical resource.

Dissecting Reality and Imagination: A Deep Dive into "Editing Fact
and Fiction"

Sharpe and Gunther's 1994 textbook "Editing Fact and Fiction: A Concise Guide to Editing," published by Cambridge
University Press, remains a valuable resource for aspiring and experienced writers alike. This detailed examination
delves into the book's key concepts, exploring how it navigates the subtle balance between factual accuracy and
creative expression. The book's conciseness is deceptive; its influential insights extend far beyond its unassuming
page count.

The book's power lies in its hands-on approach. Rather than merely presenting conceptual frameworks, Sharpe and
Gunther provide specific examples and drills that direct the reader through the intricacies of editing different genres.
The authors expertly analyze the editorial procedure, covering everything from syntax and voice to fact-checking and
compositional editing.

One of the book's most important contributions is its clear differentiation between editing fact and fiction. While both
necessitate a high degree of accuracy and attention to detail, the techniques differ substantially. In factual writing,
such as journalism or academic papers, the focus is on accuracy. Revisors must carefully confirm all information,
ensuring its legitimacy. Conversely, in fiction, while uniformity is crucial, the writer's creative decisions take
precedence. The editor's role becomes one of improving the narrative flow, illuminating ambiguous passages, and
ensuring the overall cohesion of the story, without compromising the author's artistic perspective.

The book also successfully addresses the ethical considerations inherent in the editing process. Whether dealing with
factual or fictional works, editors have a duty to uphold the integrity of the text. This entails respecting the author's
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intent (in fiction), while also ensuring that factual claims are supported by evidence. Sharpe and Gunther thoughtfully
explore these difficult ethical dilemmas, giving readers a valuable framework for navigating such scenarios.

Beyond its practical guidance, the book also serves as a thorough introduction to the various aspects of the editorial
industry. Readers acquire a better understanding of different editorial roles, such as copy editing, substantive editing,
and proofreading, and the specific skills demanded for each. This broad perspective offers a valuable context for
understanding the position of editing within the larger writing ecosystem.

The book's enduring influence is undeniable. Its clear writing style and helpful examples continue to resonate with
readers years after its release. Its timeless relevance is a testament to the enduring nature of the editorial principles
it articulates. For anyone seeking a thorough yet understandable introduction to the world of editing, "Editing Fact
and Fiction" remains an outstanding option.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners?

Al: Absolutely. While it covers advanced concepts, the book's clear explanations and practical examples make it
accessible to those new to editing. The step-by-step approach allows readers to build a solid foundation.

Q2: Does the book focus more on fact or fiction editing?

A2: The book provides a balanced approach, addressing both fact and fiction editing with equal significance. It
highlights the similarities and differences between the two, fostering a nuanced understanding of the editorial process
in different contexts.

Q3: What makes this book stand out from other editing guides?

A3: Its concise yet thorough coverage of essential editorial skills, combined with its focus on ethical considerations,
distinguishes it. The practical examples and exercises provide valuable hands-on learning opportunities.
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A4: Yes, the fundamental principles of editing remain timeless. While technology has altered certain aspects of the
process, the core skills and ethical considerations discussed in the book continue to be crucial for editors in all media.
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