
91 Accord Auto To Manual Conversion

1991 Honda Accord Auto to Manual
Conversion: A Comprehensive Guide
The 1991 Honda Accord, a celebrated model for its reliability and performance, often
sparks the interest of car enthusiasts looking to personalize their driving experience.
One popular modification involves converting an automatic transmission model to a
manual one. This 1991 Accord auto to manual conversion, however, is a significant
undertaking requiring considerable mechanical skill and expertise. This guide delves
into the intricacies of this project, covering everything from the benefits and
challenges to the practical steps involved. We'll also explore crucial aspects like
sourcing parts and potential pitfalls, ultimately helping you decide if this ambitious
project is right for you.

Benefits of a 1991 Accord Auto to Manual
Conversion
The allure of a manual transmission often outweighs the convenience of an automatic.
For many, the 1991 Accord auto to manual swap offers several compelling
advantages:

Enhanced Driving Experience: Manual transmissions provide a more
engaging and direct connection between driver and car. You have complete
control over gear selection, enabling a more dynamic and responsive driving
experience, particularly appreciated in a car like the '91 Accord known for its
nimble handling. This is a key selling point for enthusiasts undertaking this kind
of manual transmission swap.
Improved Fuel Economy (Potentially): While not guaranteed, a manual
transmission can sometimes lead to slightly better fuel economy compared to an
automatic, particularly in city driving. This improvement stems from the driver's
ability to precisely manage engine RPM and avoid unnecessary slippage.
Increased Resale Value (Potentially): A well-executed manual conversion
can increase the car's value amongst enthusiasts who appreciate the rarity and
performance enhancements. However, this depends greatly on the quality of the
work and the overall condition of the vehicle.
Greater Customization: This conversion presents an opportunity for extensive
customization, including choosing a specific gear ratio setup to optimize
performance for your driving style. This level of control is often unavailable with
factory-installed automatic transmissions.
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Challenges and Considerations for the 1991 Accord
Manual Transmission Swap
While rewarding, converting a 1991 Accord from automatic to manual is not a simple
task. Several substantial challenges must be addressed:

Part Sourcing: Finding all the necessary parts – the manual transmission itself,
clutch assembly, pedals, linkage, shift boot, and associated hardware – can be
time-consuming and expensive. Many parts might require sourcing from salvage
yards or specialized suppliers. The Honda Accord manual transmission
specific to the '91 model year is crucial here.
Mechanical Expertise: The conversion requires significant mechanical skill
and experience. It’s not a project for beginners; mistakes can lead to costly
repairs or even damage to the vehicle. A solid understanding of automotive
mechanics, including transmission installation, is essential.
Wiring and Electrical Modifications: The automatic transmission's wiring
harness needs modification to accommodate the manual transmission's
requirements. This involves careful attention to detail and proper electrical
grounding to prevent issues. This aspect of the 91 Accord manual conversion
can be particularly challenging.
Hydraulic System Modification: The hydraulic system requires adaptation.
This involves installing a new clutch master and slave cylinder and bleeding the
clutch line correctly. Improper bleeding can lead to clutch failure.
Labor Intensive: The entire process is incredibly labor-intensive, potentially
taking many hours or even days, depending on your skill level and experience.

Steps Involved in a 1991 Accord Auto to Manual
Conversion
The conversion process involves several key stages:

1. Parts Acquisition: Thoroughly research and source all necessary parts. Ensure
compatibility with your specific 1991 Accord model.

2. Vehicle Preparation: Safely drain fluids, disconnect the battery, and remove the
automatic transmission.

3. Installation of Manual Transmission: Carefully install the chosen manual
transmission, paying close attention to alignment and proper mounting.

4. Clutch System Installation: Install the clutch assembly, master and slave
cylinders, and bleed the clutch line.

5. Shift Linkage and Pedal Assembly: Install the shift linkage and pedals. Accurate
adjustment is crucial for smooth shifting.



91 Accord Auto To Manual Conversion

91 Accord Auto To Manual Conversion
3

6. Wiring Modifications: Modify the wiring harness to accommodate the manual
transmission's electrical requirements.

7. Testing and Adjustments: Thoroughly test the system, making necessary
adjustments to the clutch, shifter, and linkage.

Post-Conversion Maintenance and Considerations
After the conversion, regular maintenance is crucial for optimal performance and
longevity. This includes:

Clutch Adjustment: Periodic clutch adjustment might be necessary to ensure
smooth engagement.
Fluid Changes: Regularly change the transmission fluid to maintain optimal
lubrication.
Regular Inspections: Regular inspections of all components are important to
detect potential issues early on.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is it legal to convert an automatic transmission to a manual
transmission?

A1: The legality varies by region. Check your local vehicle registration laws and
regulations before undertaking the conversion. You might need an inspection to
ensure the conversion complies with safety standards before legal registration.

Q2: What type of manual transmission is best suited for a 1991 Honda
Accord?

A2: Ideally, you should aim for a manual transmission originally designed for a 1991
Honda Accord or a very similar model. This will ensure the best possible fit and
minimize modification needs.

Q3: How much does a 1991 Accord auto to manual conversion typically cost?

A3: The cost varies significantly depending on the parts' source (new vs. used), labor
costs (if hiring a mechanic), and any unforeseen complications. Expect a substantial
investment – potentially several thousand dollars.

Q4: Can I do this conversion myself, or should I hire a professional?

A4: Unless you have extensive mechanical experience, hiring a professional is highly
recommended. The conversion is complex, and mistakes can be costly.

Q5: What are the potential risks associated with a poorly executed
conversion?
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A5: A poorly executed conversion can lead to various issues, including transmission
failure, clutch problems, safety hazards, and even damage to other vehicle
components. Proper execution is paramount.

Q6: Where can I find parts for this conversion?

A6: You can find parts at salvage yards, online retailers specializing in used car parts,
or directly from Honda dealerships (though new parts can be significantly more
expensive).

Q7: How long does the conversion typically take?

A7: The time required varies greatly depending on the mechanic’s skill level and any
encountered complications. Expect it to be a multi-day project, potentially even
longer.

Q8: Is it worth converting my 1991 Honda Accord from automatic to manual?

A8: Whether it's worthwhile depends entirely on your personal preferences,
mechanical skills, budget, and the value you place on a more engaging driving
experience. Weigh the benefits, challenges, and costs carefully before making a
decision.

Transforming Your '91 Accord: A Deep Dive into
Auto-to-Manual Conversion
The desire to alter a 1991 Honda Accord's automatic transmission to a stick shift
setup is a common one among devotees. This endeavor, while challenging, offers a
fulfilling experience for those prepared to address the technical components involved.
This in-depth guide will examine the intricacies of this conversion, providing useful
advice and insights to help you handle this substantial modification.

The primary reason behind this conversion is often the enhanced driving sensation. A
manual transmission gives a more immediate connection between the driver and the
car, allowing for greater command and a more interactive driving style. The capacity
to carefully control engine speed and select gears enhances both performance and
fuel efficiency, particularly in a car like the '91 Accord, known for its reliable yet
relatively underpowered engine.

However, this transformation is far from easy. It's a intricate undertaking needing
significant technical proficiency and a substantial expenditure of both time and
money. You'll need a variety of specific tools, a thorough understanding of automotive
mechanics, and access to a adequate workspace.

Key Stages of the Conversion:

The conversion process can be broadly separated into several key stages:
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1. Parts Acquisition: This is perhaps the most essential step. You'll need a source
vehicle with a stick transmission, clutch, transmission lines, and connected
components. Finding these parts in good order and at a acceptable price can be a
considerable challenge. Consider using online auto parts sites or junkyards.

2. Transmission Removal & Installation: This stage requires a high level of
technical proficiency. You'll need to carefully detach the auto transmission, get ready
the powerplant for the manual transmission, and then attach the new transmission.
Precision and attention to precision are crucial to prevent any injury.

3. Clutch & Linkage Installation: The pressure plate system is the core of a manual
transmission. Proper installation of the flywheel, clutch bearing, and clutch disc is
vital for smooth operation. The shift mechanism must also be carefully attached and
calibrated to confirm smooth and accurate gear changes.

4. Wiring & Modifications: The wiring system will likely require modifications to
adjust the manual transmission. This may include re-wiring the neutral safety switch
and other related components. Faulty wiring can cause serious problems.

5. Testing & Adjustment: Once the conversion is complete, extensive testing is
required. This will entail testing the clutch, gearbox, and the overall operation of the
vehicle. Adjustments may be necessary to enhance the system's effectiveness.

Practical Benefits & Implementation Strategies:

The procedure is complex but the advantages are tangible: an enhanced driving
experience, a deeper connection with your vehicle, and the pride of completing a
demanding endeavor yourself. However, practical assessment of your technical skills
and access to resources is critical before embarking on this endeavor. If you lack
certainty, consider finding expert assistance from a competent mechanic.

Conclusion:

Converting a '91 Accord from automatic to manual transmission is a considerable
undertaking requiring resolve, proficiency, and a preparedness to overcome
difficulties. However, for the enthusiastic automotive enthusiast, the rewards – a more
dynamic and fulfilling driving experience – are well worth the work. Careful planning,
meticulous execution, and a sound respect for the technical components involved will
greatly improve your chances of success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: How much will this conversion cost?

A1: The price varies considerably depending on the availability of parts, the work
involved (DIY or professional), and any unanticipated problems. Anticipate to invest
anywhere from a few hundreds to several thousand dollars.

Q2: What tools will I need?
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A2: You'll need a complete array of tools including wrenches, sockets, jack stands, a
transmission jack, and various specific tools for transmission work. A comprehensive
parts list and tool list should be created before beginning.

Q3: Can I do this myself?

A3: While it's possible to do this yourself, it needs considerable technical proficiency.
If you're unsure about your abilities, it's best to find expert assistance.

Q4: What are the potential risks?

A4: Potential risks include injury to the automobile, faulty installation leading to
malfunction, and personal injury. Always prioritize safety and follow appropriate
procedures.
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