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Mercedes CLS 55
AMG Manual: A
Driver's Guide to a
Rare Breed

The Mercedes-Benz CLS 55 AMG, particularly
the manual transmission variant, represents a
unique intersection of luxury, performance,
and driver engagement. This isn't just another
luxury sedan; it's a potent machine that
rewards skillful driving. This article delves
deep into the world of the Mercedes CLS 55
AMG manual, exploring its features, driving
experience, maintenance considerations, and
its place in automotive history. We'll also
cover topics like CLS 55 AMG manual
transmission problems, the Mercedes CLS
55 AMG performance, and the CLS 55 AMG
value.



Introduction: The Allure of
the Manual AMG

The Mercedes CLS-Class, launched in 2004,
redefined the four-door coupe segment. The
AMG variant, especially the manual
transmission version, amplified this appeal by
offering a potent blend of luxury and raw
performance. Unlike its automatic
counterparts, the manual CLS 55 AMG
provides a direct, visceral connection to the
powerful 5.5-liter V8 engine, making every
shift a deliberate and engaging act. This rarity
enhances its desirability amongst automotive
enthusiasts. Finding a well-maintained
example today represents a significant
achievement for many collectors and
performance driving aficionados.

Performance and Driving
Experience: Unleashing the
Beast

The heart of the Mercedes CLS 55 AMG
manual is its naturally aspirated 5.5-liter V8
engine. This powerhouse delivers a thrilling
362 horsepower and 376 Ib-ft of torque,
propelling the car from 0 to 60 mph in around
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5 seconds. The key to experiencing this
performance fully lies in the manual
transmission. The precise, short-throw shifter
allows for quick, decisive shifts, enhancing the
overall driving experience. The engine's
throaty roar and the responsive throttle only
amplify the sensation of speed and control.

This isn't just about straight-line speed,
however. The CLS 55 AMG manual boasts
excellent handling thanks to its sophisticated
suspension and responsive steering. The car
feels nimble for its size and weight, allowing
for spirited cornering and confident
maneuvering. However, the sheer power and
torque require a skilled hand, demanding
respect and a delicate balance between
throttle and brakes. Understanding the car's
limits and respecting its capabilities is
essential for safe and enjoyable driving.

##4# CLS 55 AMG Manual Transmission
Problems: Addressing Potential Issues

While generally robust, the manual
transmission in the CLS 55 AMG, like any
performance car component, isn't immune to
potential issues. Common problems include
clutch wear, particularly if aggressively driven,
and potential issues with the synchromesh

Mercedes Cls 55 Amg Manual
3



over time with high mileage. Regular
maintenance, including fluid changes and
careful driving habits, can significantly
mitigate these risks. Finding a well-maintained
example with a documented service history is
therefore crucial.

Features and Luxury: A
Blend of Power and
Refinement

Beyond its raw power, the CLS 55 AMG manual
offers a luxurious interior and a host of
premium features. Expect high-quality leather,
comfortable seating, and a sophisticated
infotainment system (albeit by early 2000s
standards). The overall design reflects
Mercedes-Benz's commitment to luxury and
craftsmanship. Even today, the car maintains
a level of sophistication that resonates with its
intended audience. Features such as AMG-
specific badging, unique wheels, and sport-
tuned suspension all highlight the car's
performance pedigree.

Maintenance and
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Ownership: Caring for a
Classic AMG

Owning a Mercedes CLS 55 AMG manual
requires a commitment to proper
maintenance. This goes beyond regular oil
changes and tire rotations. Given the car's age
and performance orientation, proactive
maintenance is key. This includes regular
inspections of the suspension, braking system,
and the transmission itself. Specialized
knowledge or access to a reputable Mercedes-
Benz specialist is recommended. Finding
genuine parts can sometimes be challenging,
but investing in quality components is crucial
to preserving the car's performance and
longevity. The cost of parts and maintenance
should be a factor considered before
purchasing.

Conclusion: A Legacy of
Performance and
Refinement

The Mercedes CLS 55 AMG manual stands as a
testament to a time when performance and

luxury weren't mutually exclusive. Its blend of
raw power, engaging manual transmission,
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and refined luxury creates a driving
experience that is both thrilling and
sophisticated. While finding a well-maintained
example can be challenging, the rewards for
those who seek one out are substantial. The
rarity and unique character of this car ensure
its enduring appeal to discerning enthusiasts
and collectors alike. The CLS 55 AMG manual's
legacy rests firmly on its ability to provide a
visceral and unforgettable driving experience
unlike any other.

FAQ: Addressing Common
Questions

Q1l: How reliable is the Mercedes CLS 55
AMG manual transmission?

Al: The reliability of the manual transmission
depends heavily on maintenance and driving
style. With proper care and regular service,
including fluid changes, it can prove quite
reliable. However, aggressive driving and
neglect can lead to premature wear and tear,
particularly on the clutch. Finding a
meticulously maintained example with service
records is essential.

Q2: What is the typical cost of ownership
for a Mercedes CLS 55 AMG manual?
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A2: Ownership costs will vary based on
location, maintenance requirements, and the
overall condition of the vehicle. Expect higher-
than-average insurance premiums due to the
car's performance capabilities. Maintenance
costs can also be significant, especially if
needing specialized parts or repairs. Factor in
the cost of finding and sourcing parts.

Q3: Are parts readily available for the
CLS 55 AMG manual?

A3: While some parts are still readily available
from Mercedes-Benz or specialist suppliers,
others may be more challenging to source,
particularly for certain high-performance
components. This is especially true for the
manual transmission specific parts. Consider
this factor before purchase.

Q4: How does the CLS 55 AMG manual
compare to its automatic counterpart?

A4: The manual offers a more engaging and
direct driving experience, placing the driver
more in control of the car's performance. The
automatic offers convenience but sacrifices
some of that driver feedback and control. The
0-60 time difference between the two is
negligible.
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Q5: What are the common problems
associated with the 5.5-liter V8 engine?

A5: While a generally robust engine, potential
issues may include valve cover leaks, oil
consumption (especially at higher mileage),
and occasional issues with the air intake
system. Regular maintenance is crucial to
prevent these problems from arising.

Q6: Is it difficult to find a well-maintained
Mercedes CLS 55 AMG manual?

A6: Yes, due to their relative rarity, finding a
well-maintained example requires significant
effort. Thorough inspections and verification of
service history are essential before
purchasing.

Q7: What is the resale value of a
Mercedes CLS 55 AMG manual?

A7: The resale value depends heavily on
condition, mileage, and overall maintenance
history. Well-maintained examples tend to
retain their value better than neglected ones,
often commanding a premium amongst
collectors and enthusiasts.

Q8: What makes the Mercedes CLS 55
AMG manual so desirable?
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A8: The combination of luxurious comfort,
high-performance capabilities, and the
engaging experience of a manual transmission
in a four-door coupe body style sets it apart.
Its rarity adds to its desirability and collector
appeal.

The Mercedes-Benz CLS 55
AMG Manual: A In-depth
Look into a Exceptional
Beast

The Mercedes-Benz CLS 55 AMG, especially
the three-pedal version, occupies a distinct
place in automotive history. It's not just a
speedy machine; it's a symbol of a bygone
era, where driver engagement was paramount
and the thrill of a manual gearbox was integral
to the experience. This article delves into the
intricacies of this outstanding car, exploring its
capabilities, its handling, and its lasting
appeal.

The CLS 55 AMG, launched in 2004, wasn't just
a saloon coupe; it was a proclamation. It
merged the stylish lines of a coupe with the
convenience of a four-door, a recipe that
proved incredibly effective. But the manual
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transmission option, offered only for a brief
time, elevates it to another level. It changed
the car from a rapid luxury vehicle into a
enthusiast's car, a machine demanding finesse
and recompensing the driver with a visceral
and intense connection.

The soul of the CLS 55 AMG manual is its
supercharged 5.5-liter V8 engine. This
powerplant, capable of producing
approximately 370 horsepower and around
370 Ib-ft of torque, drives the car with
exceptional force. The union of this robust
engine with the accurate manual transmission
is what sets this car apart. The gear selections
are clean, the clutch grasp is direct, and the
overall driving experience is unparalleled in its
category.

Beyond the performance, the CLS 55 AMG
manual offers a degree of handling that's
scarcely found in modern automobiles. The
steering is direct, providing superior
communication. The suspension, while stiff, is
not harsh, offering a decent balance between
performance and comfort. This combination
makes the CLS 55 AMG manual a pleasure to
operate on curving roads, where its dexterity
and exact handling truly excel.
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The design appeal of the CLS 55 AMG is
another important element in its lasting
tradition. Its sleek lines and aggressive styling
remain timeless even today. The interior is
opulent, offering a combination of comfort and
driver-focused features. The seating are
comfortable, providing superior comfort during
spirited driving.

However, ownership of a CLS 55 AMG manual
comes with considerations beyond simple
speed. Parts can be costly, and finding
qualified mechanics familiar with this specific
car might be challenging. Fuel consumption is
not a strong aspect, and insurance premiums
will indicate the car's significant potential.

In closing, the Mercedes-Benz CLS 55 AMG
manual is more than just a car; it's a driving
experience, a unit of automotive history, and a
proof to a time when driving love wasn't
compromised at the altar of ease. Its blend of
power, agility, and opulence remains
unparalleled, making it a sought-after and
collectible item for automotive enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Are parts for the CLS 55 AMG manual
readily available?
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Al: While parts are available, they can be
more expensive and sourcing them might
require more effort than for more common
vehicles. Expert Mercedes-Benz parts dealers
or online marketplaces are your best choice.

Q2: How does the fuel economy compare
to other vehicles in its class?

A2: Fuel efficiency is not a strength of this car.
Expect considerably lower fuel economy than
modern vehicles, even comparable high-end
cars.

Q3: Is the CLS 55 AMG manual difficult to
maintain?

A3: Maintenance can be more complex due to
the intricacy of the drivetrain and the rarity of
the manual transmission version. Finding a
mechanic experienced in this specific model is
crucial.

Q4: What is the resale value of a CLS 55
AMG manual?

A4: Due to its rarity and desirability, the resale
value of a well-cared for CLS 55 AMG manual
is typically strong and may even increase over
time, particularly if in pristine condition.
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