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2004 Hummer H2, 2004 Mini Cooper S,
2005 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution
MR, 2005 Subaru Impreza WRX STI: A
Road Test Comparison
The automotive world of the mid-2000s offered a diverse range of
vehicles, each catering to a different driving style and personality.
This article delves into a head-to-head comparison of four iconic
models from that era: the 2004 Hummer H2, the 2004 Mini Cooper S, the
2005 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution MR, and the 2005 Subaru Impreza WRX
STI. This road test comparison will examine their performance,
handling, practicality, and overall driving experience, highlighting
the unique characteristics of each. We'll explore the nuances of each
vehicle to help you understand why they captivated (and continue to
captivate) car enthusiasts. Keywords like sports car comparison, SUV
vs. sports car, and performance car review will guide our analysis.

II. The Contenders: A Brief Overview
Before we dive into the specifics, let's briefly introduce our four
contenders:

2004 Hummer H2: This behemoth represented raw power and off-road
capability. Its large size and V8 engine promised brute force, but
at the cost of fuel economy and agility.

2004 Mini Cooper S: A compact powerhouse, the Mini Cooper S offered
nimble handling and a surprisingly spirited performance in a
stylish, retro package. It prioritized driving enjoyment over
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outright power.

2005 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution MR: A legend in the world of
rally-bred sports cars, the Evo MR delivered exhilarating
acceleration, all-wheel drive grip, and precise handling. It was a
serious performance machine.

2005 Subaru Impreza WRX STI: Another rally-inspired icon, the WRX
STI shared the Evo's all-wheel-drive prowess and powerful engine
but with a slightly different character, offering a more refined
and comfortable ride.

III. Performance and Handling: A Tale of Two
Extremes
The performance car review aspect of this comparison reveals a stark
contrast. The Hummer H2’s considerable weight and less-than-nimble
handling were clearly not designed for aggressive driving. Its 6.0L V8
provided ample power for towing and off-road adventures, but its size
made it feel cumbersome on winding roads. The SUV vs. sports car
dichotomy is evident here.

In sharp contrast, the Mini Cooper S, Evo MR, and WRX STI excelled in
handling. The Mini, with its compact size and responsive steering, was
a joy to drive on twisty roads. The Evo MR and WRX STI, thanks to their
all-wheel-drive systems and powerful turbocharged engines, offered
incredible traction and acceleration, making them exceptionally capable
on both tarmac and gravel. The Evo MR often stood out for its sharper
handling, while the WRX STI generally offered a smoother, more refined
driving experience. This difference in driving dynamics highlights the
importance of understanding your driving preferences when making a car
selection. A focus on sports car comparison becomes crucial here.

IV. Practicality and Everyday Drivability
While performance is key, practicality is crucial for everyday use. The
Hummer H2's size presents challenges in urban environments, and its
fuel consumption is significantly higher than the other three. Parking
can be a nightmare, and its visibility isn't ideal.

The Mini Cooper S, being compact, is perfect for city driving. It’s
relatively fuel-efficient and easy to park, but its small size means
less cargo space compared to the others.
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The Evo MR and WRX STI offer a compromise. They are more practical than
the Hummer but less so than the Mini. Cargo space is reasonable, and
fuel economy is acceptable for their performance levels.

V. The Verdict: Choosing Your Champion
This road test comparison demonstrates that there's no single "best"
car among these four. The ideal choice depends entirely on your needs
and preferences. The Hummer H2 is the undisputed king of off-road
adventures, while the Mini Cooper S shines as a fun and practical city
car. The Lancer Evolution MR and Subaru Impreza WRX STI cater to
driving enthusiasts seeking raw performance and all-wheel-drive
capability, with subtle differences in handling and refinement.
Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of each – their powertrain
specifics, handling characteristics, and practicality – is critical for
making an informed decision.

FAQ
Q1: What are the major differences between the Evo MR and the WRX STI?

A1: While both are rally-inspired all-wheel-drive sports cars, the Evo
MR generally boasts sharper handling and a more aggressive driving
experience. The WRX STI tends towards a more refined and comfortable
ride, prioritizing a balance of performance and practicality. Their
engine characteristics and tuning also differ subtly.

Q2: How does the fuel economy of the Hummer H2 compare to the others?

A2: The Hummer H2's fuel economy is significantly lower than the other
three cars. Its large V8 engine consumes a considerable amount of fuel,
making it a costly choice to operate compared to the more fuel-
efficient Mini Cooper S, Evo MR, and WRX STI.

Q3: Which car is best for city driving?

A3: The Mini Cooper S is the best choice for city driving due to its
compact size, nimble handling, and ease of parking.

Q4: Which car is best for off-roading?

A4: The Hummer H2 is the clear winner for off-road capabilities. Its
size, ground clearance, and powerful engine make it well-suited for
challenging terrains.
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Q5: What are the reliability aspects of these cars?

A5: All four cars have varying reliability depending on maintenance and
age. The Mini Cooper S generally has a good reliability record, while
the Evo MR and WRX STI can require more specialized maintenance due to
their high-performance components. The Hummer H2, with its complex
systems, can have higher maintenance costs.

Q6: Are spare parts readily available for these models?

A6: While parts for the Mini Cooper S and the WRX STI are generally
readily available, finding parts for the Evo MR might prove slightly
more challenging depending on your location. Hummer H2 parts are also
available but can be more expensive due to the vehicle’s limited
production run.

Q7: Which car offers the best value for money today (used market)?

A7: The used market prices vary considerably based on condition and
mileage. Generally, the Mini Cooper S might offer the best value for
money considering its fun-to-drive nature and relative ease of
maintenance. However, enthusiasts often prioritize the Evo MR and WRX
STI for their performance despite potentially higher repair costs.

Q8: What is the insurance cost likely to be for each vehicle?

A8: Insurance costs will depend on numerous factors, including
location, driver profile, and coverage level. However, expect the
Hummer H2 to have the highest premiums due to its size, power, and
potential for accidents. The Mini Cooper S will likely have the lowest
premiums, with the Evo MR and WRX STI falling somewhere in between.

A Heavyweight, a Pocket Rocket, and Two Rally
Legends: A Comparative Road Test
This article delves into a captivating comparative road test of four
outstanding vehicles from the mid-2000s: the 2004 Hummer H2, the 2004
Mini Cooper S, the 2005 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution MR, and the 2005
Subaru Impreza WRX STI. These four cars symbolize vastly distinct
approaches to automotive design and performance, offering a
unparalleled opportunity to explore the spectrum of driving experiences
available at the time. We'll analyze their strengths and weaknesses,
comparing their handling, power, comfort, and overall practicality.
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The Colossus: 2004 Hummer H2

The Hummer H2, a embodiment of American muscle, exudes attention
wherever it goes. Its massive size and assertive styling are
immediately apparent. The driving experience is, understandably, unique
from its more nimble counterparts. Acceleration is quick considering
its weight, but handling is sluggish, its large size making it
cumbersome to maneuver in tight spaces. The ride, while soft on smooth
roads, suffers on bumpy surfaces. Fuel consumption is, to put it
mildly, profligate. The H2 is a statement, a forceful presence, but
it's far from a versatile daily driver. It's a vehicle for overcoming
arduous terrain, not navigating congested city streets.

The Dart: 2004 Mini Cooper S

In stark contrast to the H2, the Mini Cooper S is a nimble pocket
rocket. Its tiny size and precise handling make it a joy to drive on
twisting roads. The turbocharged engine provides surprisingly quick
acceleration, and its dynamic handling makes it exciting to drive.
While pleasant enough for shorter trips, the petite interior space can
feel restricted on longer journeys. Fuel economy is relatively good
compared to the Hummer, and it's surprisingly versatile for its size.
The Mini Cooper S represents a delightful balance of speed and
usability.

The Rally Beasts: 2005 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution MR & 2005 Subaru
Impreza WRX STI

The Lancer Evolution MR and the Impreza WRX STI are icons of the rally
world, celebrated for their speed and handling. Both offer a visceral
driving experience, with rapid acceleration, and incredibly responsive
handling. The all-wheel-drive systems provide exceptional traction,
making them capable on a wide variety of surfaces. While sharing
similar speed characteristics, the two cars differ in their character.
The Evo is known for its sharper handling and more aggressive power
delivery, while the STI offers a slightly smoother driving experience.
Both cars, however, demand a experienced driver to thoroughly exploit
their potential. Comfort and practicality take a backseat to power in
these vehicles.

Conclusion:

This comparative road test highlights the exceptional diversity in the
automotive landscape. From the powerful power of the Hummer H2 to the
agile agility of the Mini Cooper S and the intense performance of the
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Evo and STI, each vehicle provides a distinct and memorable driving
experience. The "best" choice ultimately depends entirely on specific
needs and preferences. There's no single "right" answer – only the
right car for the right driver.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Which car is best for off-roading?

A1: The Hummer H2 is by far the best choice for off-roading due to its
size, ground clearance, and four-wheel drive.

Q2: Which car is most fuel-efficient?

A2: The Mini Cooper S offers the best fuel economy among the four,
although none are particularly thrifty.

Q3: Which car is best for daily commuting?

A3: The Mini Cooper S is the most practical for daily commuting due to
its size and maneuverability, although the comfort levels of the Hummer
H2 might be preferable for long commutes.

Q4: Which cars are best for experienced drivers seeking thrilling
performance?

A4: The Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution MR and Subaru Impreza WRX STI are
the ideal choices for experienced drivers seeking exhilarating
performance and handling.
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