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DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th edition, by William W. Campbell, published in 2012,
remains a cornerstone text for medical students, neurology residents, and practicing
neurologists. This comprehensive guide provides a detailed and practical approach to
performing and interpreting the neurological examination, a crucial skill for diagnosing a wide
range of neurological disorders. This article will delve into the key features, benefits, and
practical applications of this invaluable resource, exploring its enduring relevance in the field
of neurology. Keywords relevant to this discussion include: neurological examination
techniques, neurological assessment, DeJong's neurological examination, clinical
neurology, and neurological diagnostic testing.

Introduction: Mastering the Art of Neurological
Assessment
The neurological examination forms the bedrock of neurological diagnosis. It requires a
systematic approach, meticulous observation, and a deep understanding of neuroanatomy and
neurophysiology. DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th edition, excels in providing this
systematic approach. Campbell meticulously guides the reader through each step, from the
initial patient interview to the detailed assessment of cranial nerves, motor function, sensory
perception, reflexes, and coordination. The book's strength lies in its clear explanations,
detailed illustrations, and clinically relevant examples, making complex concepts readily
accessible.

Benefits and Key Features of DeJong's Text
One of the primary benefits of DeJong's 7th edition is its comprehensive coverage of
neurological examination techniques. It leaves no stone unturned, systematically covering
every aspect of the neurological exam. The text meticulously details the procedures involved
in assessing each neurological system, providing the reader with practical instructions and
illustrations. This allows for confident and accurate execution of the examination.
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Another crucial advantage is its emphasis on clinical correlation. The book doesn't simply
describe the techniques; it connects them to the underlying neuroanatomy and pathology. This
helps students understand *why* a particular finding is significant and how it can inform the
differential diagnosis. For example, the section on reflexes doesn't merely describe how to
elicit them, but also discusses the neural pathways involved and the clinical implications of
hyperreflexia or hyporeflexia.

The 7th edition further enhances its value with its clear and concise writing style. The authors
avoid unnecessary jargon, making the text easily understandable for students and
practitioners alike. The inclusion of numerous high-quality illustrations and tables significantly
aids comprehension and memorization. The inclusion of clinical case studies reinforces the
practical application of the described techniques and helps solidify understanding.

Finally, the book's focus on neurological assessment is crucial, especially in the context of
modern neurological diagnostic testing. While sophisticated imaging techniques like MRI and
CT scans are essential, the neurological examination remains the cornerstone of diagnosis,
often guiding the selection and interpretation of further investigations. DeJong's text
underscores the importance of this foundational skill.

Practical Usage and Implementation Strategies
DeJong's The Neurologic Examination is not merely a theoretical manual; it's a practical guide
intended for active use. Medical students can use it to prepare for clinical rotations and
practice their examination skills. Residents can utilize it as a reference for refining their
techniques and expanding their diagnostic capabilities. Even practicing neurologists can
benefit from its detailed approach, as a refresher or to enhance their expertise in specific
areas.

The book's value lies in its systematic approach. One can systematically work through each
chapter, practicing the techniques described on patients, and comparing their findings to the
interpretations and diagnoses provided in the text. It is invaluable for developing a structured
and efficient approach to the neurological examination.

Furthermore, the book facilitates the development of clinical reasoning skills. By correlating
examination findings with underlying pathology, students and practitioners can build a better
understanding of disease processes and improve their diagnostic accuracy.

Critique and Limitations
While DeJong's The Neurologic Examination is a highly valued text, it's important to
acknowledge some limitations. The rapid advancements in neurology and neuroimaging mean
some information might be slightly outdated, though the foundational principles remain
timeless. The sheer volume of information can be overwhelming for some learners. Finally, the
text focuses primarily on the adult neurological examination, with less emphasis on pediatric
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neurology.

Conclusion: An Enduring Resource in Neurology
DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th edition, remains a highly relevant and valuable
resource for medical professionals at all levels. Its comprehensive coverage of neurological
examination techniques, clear explanations, and emphasis on clinical correlation make it an
indispensable tool for learning and practicing the art of neurological assessment. While
advancements in neuroimaging continue to shape the field, the foundational skills described in
this text remain essential for accurate diagnosis and effective patient care. The systematic and
detailed approach ensures the enduring relevance of this classic neurology text.

FAQ
Q1: Is DeJong's The Neurologic Examination suitable for undergraduate medical
students?

A1: Absolutely. While comprehensive, the clear writing style and systematic approach make it
accessible to undergraduate medical students. Its structured format allows students to
progressively build their knowledge and skills throughout their medical training. Focusing on
specific chapters relevant to their current curriculum will make the learning process more
manageable.

Q2: How does this book compare to other texts on neurological examination?

A2: DeJong's is often considered one of the most comprehensive and detailed. Other texts may
offer a more concise or specialized approach. However, DeJong's strength lies in its breadth of
coverage and systematic approach, making it a valuable reference across various neurological
subspecialties.

Q3: Are there online resources that complement the book?

A3: While there aren't officially affiliated online resources, numerous videos and online
tutorials demonstrate the techniques described in the book. Searching online for specific
procedures mentioned in DeJong's, such as "testing for pronator drift," can provide
supplemental visual learning.

Q4: What is the best way to use this book effectively?

A4: The best approach is a systematic one. Start with the basics, practicing the described
techniques on patients or simulated scenarios. Gradually progress to more complex
assessments and correlate findings with the provided explanations of underlying pathology.
Regular review and practice will solidify your understanding and skills.
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Q5: Does the book cover specific neurological diseases?

A5: While not a disease-specific textbook, DeJong's integrates the examination findings with
the likely underlying neurological conditions. It helps readers interpret findings in the context
of various neurological diseases, strengthening their diagnostic reasoning skills.

Q6: Is the book only useful for neurologists?

A6: No, the knowledge and skills presented are relevant to a broader range of healthcare
professionals, including physicians in other specialties, physician assistants, and nurse
practitioners. A solid understanding of neurological examination is valuable in various clinical
settings.

Q7: How has the field of neurology changed since the 7th edition was published?

A7: Advancements in neuroimaging and genetics have significantly impacted neurology since
2012. However, the fundamental principles of the neurological examination, as detailed in
DeJong's, remain critically important for the initial assessment and ongoing monitoring of
patients with neurological conditions.

Q8: Is there an 8th edition of DeJong's?

A8: As of late 2023, there is not yet an 8th edition of DeJong's The Neurologic Examination.
However, many of the core principles and techniques remain valid and applicable. Staying
current with advancements in neurology and referencing updated guidelines is crucial for
complementing the knowledge gained from this text.

DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th Edition by William W. Campbell (2012): A
Comprehensive Review

DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th version, published in 2012 by William W. Campbell,
stands as a landmark text in the field of neurology. This extensive guide provides a complete
exploration of the neurologic examination, fundamental for both medical trainees and working
neurologists. This piece will delve into its key features, practical applications, and perpetual
influence on the world of neurology.

The book's strength lies in its methodical approach to the neurologic examination. Campbell
expertly leads the user through a coherent progression, beginning with a detailed patient
account and moving onto the physical examination. Each section is carefully written, offering
explicit guidance and high-quality illustrations. The terminology is comprehensible, making it
suitable for a wide range of audiences, from inexperienced to experts.

One of the extremely useful elements of the book is its attention on hands-on judgment.
Instead of merely presenting a string of tests, Campbell promotes thoughtful evaluation
throughout the process. He highlights the relevance of interpreting results within the
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framework of the patient's total clinical status. This approach alters the examination from a
basic checklist into a dynamic conversation between the doctor and the patient.

The book also stands out in its discussion of specific neurologic disorders. Each section also
describes the procedures for evaluating different aspects of neurologic capability, but also
presents invaluable understanding into the differential identification of diverse neurologic
conditions. This combination of technique and practical connections is essential for building a
profound grasp of neurologic disease.

Furthermore, the addition of numerous superior figures and charts greatly increases the book's
usability. These visual resources significantly assist the comprehension process, allowing it
easier for students to picture the methods being detailed. The clear labeling of the illustrations
moreover contributes to their usefulness.

DeJong's The Neurologic Examination, 7th release, serves as a valuable tool for anyone
engaged in the practice of neurology. Its ordered method, attention on hands-on logic, and
plenty of high-quality figures render it an indispensable guide for healthcare professionals and
experienced neurologists alike. Its influence on nervous system training and application
remains significant to this time.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Q: Is this book suitable for medical students? A: Absolutely! The straightforward
presentation and organized approach render it very accessible for medical trainees of all
levels.

2. Q: How does this book contrast to other neurology textbooks? A: DeJong's text
distinguishes itself due to its strong focus on clinical inference and its combination of
procedure with health connections. While other books provide comparable content, this book's
distinct perspective sets it aside.

3. Q: Is this book still relevant given its publication date (2012)? A: While newer
editions exist, the basic principles of the neurologic examination continue largely stable. The
core ideas presented in this release persist to be highly relevant and helpful for experts.

4. Q: What are the primary lessons from this book? A: The principal takeaways include a
methodical method to the neurologic examination, the significance of clinical inference, and
the combination of assessment techniques with medical knowledge.
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