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1968  Johnson  20hp  Seahorse
Outboard Motor  Manual  106186:  A
Comprehensive Guide
The  1968  Johnson  20hp  Seahorse  outboard  motor,  often  identified  by  model
number 106186, represents a classic piece of boating history. For owners and
enthusiasts seeking to maintain, repair, or simply understand this iconic engine,
locating and utilizing the correct 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse outboard motor
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manual (106186) is crucial. This comprehensive guide delves into the importance
of this manual, its key features, how to obtain a copy, common issues addressed
within, and much more. We'll explore topics such as Johnson outboard motor
parts,  Seahorse  outboard  maintenance,  vintage  outboard  repair,  and
outboard motor manuals.

Understanding the Importance of the Manual
The 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse outboard motor manual, specifically the version
associated with model number 106186, serves as the definitive guide to operating,
maintaining, and troubleshooting this particular engine. It's far more than just a
collection of diagrams; it's a vital resource that empowers owners to:

Ensure safe operation:  The manual provides critical safety instructions
and warnings, essential for preventing accidents and injuries. Ignoring these
instructions can lead to serious consequences.
Perform  routine  maintenance:  Regular  maintenance  is  crucial  for
extending the life of any outboard motor. The manual details the necessary
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steps  for  tasks  such  as  changing  the  oil,  lubricating  components,  and
cleaning the carburetor. This helps prevent costly repairs down the line and
ensures optimal performance of your Johnson outboard motor.
Diagnose  and  repair  problems:  The  manual  often  includes
troubleshooting  sections,  guiding  you  through  common issues  and  their
solutions.  This  can save you significant time and money by allowing you to
address  minor  problems  before  they  escalate  into  major  repairs,  a  key
aspect of vintage outboard repair.
Understand the engine's specifications: Detailed specifications, such as
torque  values,  fuel  requirements,  and  propeller  specifications,  are  found
within  the  manual.  This  knowledge  is  invaluable  when  performing
maintenance  or  repairs.

Locating  Your  1968  Johnson  20hp  Seahorse
Outboard Motor Manual  (106186)
Finding a copy of the original 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse outboard motor manual
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(106186) might require some detective work. Several avenues exist:

Online marketplaces: Sites like eBay and specialized boating forums often
have individuals selling original manuals or reproductions. Be sure to verify
the authenticity and completeness of any manual you purchase.
Online  archives:  Some  online  archives  dedicated  to  vintage  outboard
motors  may offer  downloadable  copies  of  manuals,  though the quality  may
vary.
Outboard repair shops: Local outboard repair shops specializing in vintage
engines may possess a collection of manuals or be able to point you towards
a resource.
Manufacturer's website (if available): While unlikely for a manual this
old,  checking  the  official  Johnson/Evinrude  website  (now  owned  by  BRP)
might  yield  unexpected  results.
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Key Features and Contents of the Manual
The  1968  Johnson  20hp  Seahorse  outboard  motor  manual  (106186)  typically
includes:

Detailed  parts  diagrams:  These  allow  you  to  identify  individual
components,  aiding  in  ordering  replacement  parts.  Understanding  these
diagrams  is  crucial  for  successful  Johnson  outboard  motor  parts
identification and sourcing.
Wiring  diagrams:  Essential  for  diagnosing  electrical  problems  and
performing  repairs  on  the  ignition  system,  lighting  system,  and  other
electrical components.
Step-by-step instructions for maintenance and repairs: The manual
guides  you  through  various  procedures  with  clear  instructions  and
illustrations.
Troubleshooting charts: These help diagnose common engine problems,
making it  easier  to  pinpoint  the  cause of  issues  and find a  solution.  This  is
extremely valuable for Seahorse outboard maintenance.
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Specifications  and  performance  data:  This  information  is  critical  for
understanding the engine's capabilities and ensuring proper operation.

Common Issues Addressed in the Manual
The manual likely addresses common issues experienced with 1968 Johnson 20hp
Seahorse outboard motors, such as:

Carburetor problems: Issues like carb cleaning, rebuilds, and adjustments
are often detailed.
Ignition system problems: The manual will assist in diagnosing ignition-
related problems, including spark plug issues and coil malfunctions.
Fuel  system  problems:  Troubleshooting  fuel  pump  issues,  fuel  line
blockages, and fuel tank problems are commonly addressed.
Lower unit issues: Problems like water pump impeller replacement and
gear lubrication are often explained in detail.
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Conclusion: Preserving a Legacy
The 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse outboard motor manual (106186) is more than
just a booklet; it's a key to preserving a piece of boating history. Investing time in
finding  and  understanding  this  manual  is  an  investment  in  the  longevity  and
performance of your classic engine. By following the instructions and performing
regular maintenance as outlined, you'll not only extend the life of your motor but
also gain a deeper appreciation for its intricate workings and the craftsmanship of
a bygone era.

FAQ
Q1:  Can  I  use  a  manual  for  a  different  year  or  model  of  Johnson  20hp
Seahorse?

A1: While there might be similarities, using a manual for a different year or model
of Johnson 20hp Seahorse can be risky. Internal components and systems can vary
significantly between years, leading to incorrect procedures and potential damage.
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Always strive for the correct manual specific to your model number (106186 in this
case).

Q2: What if I can't find the original manual?

A2: If locating the original 106186 manual proves impossible, consider searching
for online forums or groups dedicated to vintage Johnson outboards. Owners may
have scanned copies or offer helpful advice based on their experiences. You could
also consult a specialist outboard repair shop.

Q3: What kind of tools will I need to perform the maintenance outlined in
the manual?

A3: The specific tools will vary depending on the maintenance task, but a basic set
including  screwdrivers  (Phillips  and  flathead),  wrenches  (metric  and  possibly
standard),  pliers,  and  a  socket  set  will  likely  be  sufficient  for  many  tasks.  More
specialized  tools  might  be  necessary  for  more  advanced  repairs.

Q4: How often should I perform routine maintenance on my 1968 Johnson



1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse Outboard Motor Manual 106186

9

20hp Seahorse?

A4: The manual will specify recommended maintenance intervals. Generally, this
involves regular checks of oil levels, spark plugs, and other vital components. More
significant maintenance tasks, such as carburetor cleaning or lower unit servicing,
might be performed less frequently but are still critical.

Q5: Are parts still available for a 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse?

A5:  Availability  of  parts  for  a  vintage  outboard  like  the  1968  Johnson  20hp
Seahorse  can  be  challenging.  Online  marketplaces,  specialist  suppliers,  and
salvage yards are your best bets. You might need to be resourceful and creative in
sourcing certain components.

Q6: What are some common signs of a problem with my 1968 Johnson
20hp Seahorse?

A6:  Common  signs  include  difficulty  starting,  poor  performance  (lack  of  power),
excessive smoking, unusual noises, overheating, and fuel leaks. The manual will
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provide detailed guidance on troubleshooting these issues.

Q7: Is it difficult to repair a 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse myself?

A7: The difficulty varies depending on your mechanical skills and the nature of the
repair.  Simple maintenance tasks are generally  manageable for  someone with
basic  mechanical  aptitude.  More  complex  repairs  might  require  specialized
knowledge or professional assistance.

Q8: Are there any safety precautions I should take when working on my
outboard motor?

A8:  Always  disconnect  the  battery  before  undertaking  any  repair  work.  Wear
appropriate safety glasses and gloves. Work in a well-ventilated area, as fumes
from fuel and oil can be hazardous. If you are unsure about any procedure, consult
a qualified outboard mechanic.
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Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to the 1968
Johnson 20hp Seahorse Outboard Motor Manual
106186
The period 1968 signifies a pivotal point in marine lore. For enthusiasts of classic
outboard motors, the Johnson 20hp Seahorse, specifically version number 106186,
holds a special position. This article investigates into the nuances of its related
manual,  revealing  its  mysteries  and  giving  practical  advice  for  users  and
enthusiasts alike.

The 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse manual  (106186) isn't  just  a compilation of
directions;  it's  a  time  capsule  displaying  the  technology  and  construction
philosophy of its time. Grasping its information enables you to understand not only
the details of this precise motor, but also the broader setting of outboard motor
progress.

The manual itself is usually a sizeable document, possibly containing sections on
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diverse components of the motor's operation and care. These chapters commonly
include detailed drawings, sectional drawings, and step-by-step guidance for duties
such as:

Assembly and Disassembly:  The manual possibly gives comprehensive
instructions on how to assemble and take apart  critical  elements of  the
motor, enabling for more convenient service.

Troubleshooting and Diagnostics: This part is invaluable for diagnosing
issues and locating fixes. The manual might contain flowcharts and charts to
assist in this procedure.

Maintenance Schedules and Procedures: Routine maintenance is crucial
for  maintaining  the  motor's  efficiency.  The  manual  specifies  suggested
maintenance  schedules  and  offers  progressive  instructions  for  performing
these  duties.

Parts Diagrams and Lists:  Accurate drawings and component lists are
essential for acquiring replacement parts. Knowing the jargon used in these



1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse Outboard Motor Manual 106186

13

catalogs is critical for successful maintenance.

Safety  Precautions:  Working  with  any  powerplant  involves  inherent
dangers.  The  manual  stresses  the  significance  of  following  safety  protocols
to preclude accidents.

Acquiring a copy of the 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse manual (106186) can be a
difficulty, but different channels are open. Digital auction sites and niche outboard
motor dealers are potential origins. Participating in groups dedicated to classic
outboard motors can also connect you to people who own copies or understand
where to locate them.

Understanding the contents of this guide offers several advantages. In addition to
simply  keeping  your  motor  functioning  efficiently,  you  obtain  a  more  profound
knowledge of its mechanics, fostering a stronger sense of relationship with this
element of maritime history. It also boosts your capacity to troubleshoot problems
alone, avoiding on expensive service expenses.

In closing, the 1968 Johnson 20hp Seahorse outboard motor manual 106186 serves
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as greater than a basic instruction book. It's a precious tool for both hands-on
repair and for knowing the mechanical achievements of its era. Acquiring and
learning this manual empowers operators to better service their classic outboard
motor, conserving a part of maritime history for decades to follow.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1.  Where  can  I  find  a  copy  of  this  manual?  Online  auction  sites  like  eBay,
specialized  marine  parts  suppliers,  and  online  forums  dedicated  to  classic
outboards are good places to start your search.

2. Is the manual available digitally? While a digital version might not be readily
available, you might find scanned pages or partial manuals on online forums.

3. What if my manual is missing pages or is damaged? Contacting outboard
motor repair specialists or classic boat restoration communities could help you find
missing information or find a replacement manual.

4. Can I use this manual for a similar Johnson Seahorse model from a
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different  year?  While  some  information  might  be  transferable,  significant
differences  may  exist  between  models.  Using  an  incorrect  manual  could  lead  to
improper maintenance or repair. Consult an expert for guidance.

5. What specific tools would I need to perform maintenance based on the
manual?  The  manual  itself  usually  lists  the  necessary  tools.  Expect  to  need
standard wrench sizes,  screwdrivers,  and possibly  specialized tools  for  certain
tasks.
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