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The Conservative Party Manifesto 2017: A
Deep Dive into its Promises and Impact
The 2017 Conservative Party manifesto, released amidst a snap general election, presented a vision
for Britain's future under Theresa May's leadership. This document, outlining the party's key policy
proposals, became a focal point of political debate and significantly shaped the ensuing election
campaign. This article will delve into the key pledges within the 2017 Conservative manifesto,
analyzing its core tenets, assessing its impact, and exploring its lasting legacy. Keywords that will be
explored throughout this analysis include: Brexit, social care, economic policy, NHS funding, and
austerity.

Introduction: A Manifesto for a Divided Nation
The 2017 general election, called unexpectedly by Prime Minister Theresa May, saw the Conservative
Party campaigning on a platform centered around strengthening Britain's position post-Brexit. The
manifesto aimed to balance economic stability with social improvements, promising further austerity
measures alongside investments in key areas like healthcare. However, the document faced
significant criticism, particularly regarding its proposals for social care funding and its perceived lack
of clarity on Brexit negotiations. The election ultimately resulted in a hung parliament, significantly
impacting the manifesto's implementation.

Brexit: The Defining Issue
Brexit, undoubtedly the dominant theme of the 2017 election, held a central place in the
Conservative manifesto. The document promised to secure a "good Brexit deal" that would prioritize
controlling immigration while maintaining access to the single market. The specifics of this deal
remained largely undefined, leading to accusations of vagueness and fueling anxieties about the
economic consequences of leaving the European Union. This ambiguity significantly impacted the
public's reception of the manifesto and contributed to the election's inconclusive result. The manifesto
emphasized securing a beneficial trade agreement with the EU, a promise that proved challenging to
fulfill in subsequent negotiations.

Economic Policy and Austerity: A Balancing Act
The manifesto continued the Conservative Party's commitment to fiscal responsibility, advocating for
further austerity measures. This approach, aimed at reducing the national debt, involved controlling
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public spending and limiting government borrowing. However, the document also promised targeted
investment in areas deemed crucial for economic growth and social progress. This included pledges
for increased funding in areas like infrastructure and technology, while maintaining a commitment to
reducing the deficit. This seemingly contradictory approach sparked debate about the feasibility of
simultaneously pursuing austerity and significant investment projects.

Social Care and the NHS: Unfulfilled Promises?
The Conservative Party’s proposals for social care and NHS funding proved particularly contentious.
The manifesto outlined a plan to address the funding crisis in social care, proposing a "dementia tax"
that would have seen elderly individuals contributing towards the cost of their care. This proposal
sparked widespread outrage and was widely perceived as unfair and poorly thought-out. Conversely,
the manifesto committed to increasing NHS funding, but the specifics of this increase and its impact
remained unclear, leading to concerns about the sustainability of the NHS under continued pressure.
The manifesto's handling of these vital social services arguably contributed to its negative reception.

The Aftermath and Lasting Legacy
The 2017 general election resulted in a hung parliament, preventing the Conservatives from securing
a majority and significantly hindering the implementation of the manifesto's proposals. While some
elements of the manifesto were incorporated into government policy, others were either significantly
altered or abandoned altogether. The manifesto's failure to secure a clear mandate ultimately shaped
the political landscape of the subsequent years, leading to ongoing debates about Brexit, austerity,
and the provision of public services. The legacy of the 2017 Conservative manifesto remains a subject
of ongoing political and academic discussion.

FAQ: Unpacking the 2017 Conservative Manifesto
Q1: What was the central theme of the 2017 Conservative manifesto?

A1: Brexit was undeniably the central theme, promising a "good Brexit deal" balancing economic
benefits with immigration control. However, the lack of concrete detail on this "good deal" drew
significant criticism.

Q2: How did the manifesto address economic concerns?

A2: The manifesto advocated for continued fiscal responsibility and austerity measures while also
promising targeted investment in infrastructure and technology to boost economic growth. This
combination proved controversial.

Q3: What were the main criticisms levelled against the manifesto?

A3: Key criticisms included the vagueness surrounding Brexit negotiations, the unpopular "dementia
tax" proposal for social care, and the perceived contradiction between austerity and promised
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investments.

Q4: What was the outcome of the 2017 general election and its impact on the manifesto?

A4: The election resulted in a hung parliament, preventing the Conservatives from implementing the
manifesto in its entirety. Many key proposals were either modified or abandoned.

Q5: Did the manifesto address environmental concerns?

A5: The manifesto mentioned environmental issues, but didn't contain a comprehensive
environmental plan, leading to criticism from environmental groups and lack of specific actionable
plans.

Q6: How did the manifesto address issues of social inequality?

A6: While the manifesto touched upon social issues, its focus on austerity measures raised concerns
about the potential exacerbation of existing inequalities. There was limited explicit policy to directly
tackle this.

Q7: What was the role of Theresa May in the creation and promotion of the manifesto?

A7: Theresa May, as Prime Minister, played a central role in shaping the manifesto's content and
leading the campaign based on its promises.

Q8: What are the long-term implications of the 2017 Conservative manifesto?

A8: The 2017 manifesto's lasting legacy continues to shape political debates, particularly regarding
Brexit’s long-term effects and the ongoing challenges facing the NHS and social care systems. The
handling of austerity measures also continues to be debated within the context of long-term economic
impacts.

The Conservative Party Manifesto 2017: A Deep Dive into promises and results

The Conservative Party's 2017 General Election manifesto, titled "Forward, Together," represented a
audacious attempt to maintain power amidst a shifting political landscape. Varying significantly from
their 2015 offering, it reflected a refined approach to key policy areas, shaped by the unforeseen
Brexit referendum result and a expanding awareness of societal concerns. This article will explore the
document's core principles, analyze its effect, and assess its long-term legacy.

The manifesto's central motif was economic solidity. Following years of austerity measures, the
Conservatives predicted a period of sustained growth, fueled by ongoing investment in infrastructure
projects – a key element frequently highlighted throughout the document. The proposed plans
involved significant outlay on transit links, online infrastructure, and accommodation, aimed at
stimulating productivity and creating jobs. This commitment to infrastructure, however, was
counterbalanced by a persistent emphasis on fiscal accountability, promising to lower the national
debt steadily over time. This represented a fine balancing act, attempting to square the desire for
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economic growth with the need for fiscal prudence.

Healthcare was another prominent feature. The Conservatives reaffirmed their commitment to the
National Health Service (NHS), guaranteeing to raise funding and improve access to services. Specific
suggestions included investing in new hospital buildings and equipment, employing additional medical
staff, and dealing with waiting lists. However, detractors maintained that these promises lacked
sufficient clarity and failed to address the fundamental problems facing the NHS, such as workforce
shortages and financing constraints.

Education also received considerable attention. The manifesto detailed plans to improve school
standards, grow educational opportunities, and boost funding for schools. Detailed actions included
putting in teacher training, launching new curricula, and aiding disadvantaged students. While these
proposals were generally popular, concerns were raised about the feasibility of achieving these aims
within the constraints of the available budget.

Brexit, of course, dominated the political conversation and was naturally a key part of the manifesto.
The document described the Conservatives' approach to negotiating Britain's departure from the
European Union, stressing the importance of securing a advantageous trade deal and controlling
immigration. However, the lack of specific proposals on Brexit caused criticism, leading to charges of
uncertainty.

In summary, the Conservative Party's 2017 manifesto presented a complicated mixture of aspirational
goals and realistic steps. Its emphasis on economic security, coupled with promises to improve public
services, resonated with many voters. However, complaints regarding the lack of detail in certain
areas, particularly concerning Brexit, damaged its overall credibility. The ultimate success of the
manifesto's pledges remains a matter of continued debate and analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What was the main focus of the 2017 Conservative manifesto? The main focus was
economic stability and responsible management of public finances, while also promising
improvements in key public services like healthcare and education.

2. How did the manifesto address Brexit? The manifesto outlined a general approach to Brexit
negotiations, emphasizing securing a favorable trade deal and controlling immigration, but lacked
specific details, which drew criticism.

3. What were some of the key criticisms of the manifesto? Critics pointed to a lack of detail in
key areas, particularly regarding Brexit and the funding required for ambitious promises regarding
public services. Concerns were also raised about the feasibility of certain proposals given existing
budgetary constraints.

4. What was the overall outcome of the 2017 General Election? The Conservatives won the
election, but fell short of an overall majority, leading to a period of political uncertainty and a
subsequent coalition government with the Democratic Unionist Party.
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