1937 1938 Ford Car

1937-1938 Ford Cars: A
Timeless Classic Redefined

The roar of a V8 engine, the sleek lines of a Depression-era design,
the unmistakable presence of a Ford - these are the hallmarks of the
1937 and 1938 Ford cars. These vehicles represent a pivotal
moment in automotive history, marking a significant shift in Ford's
design philosophy and solidifying their place as a dominant force in
the American automotive landscape. This article delves into the
details of these iconic models, exploring their features, impact, and
lasting legacy. We'll also examine their collectible car status, the
Ford V8 engine that powered them, and their enduring
restoration appeal.

Introduction: A New Era of Design

The late 1930s were a time of recovery and renewed optimism in
America. This spirit of rejuvenation found its expression in the
automotive world with the introduction of the 1937 Ford. Breaking
away from the boxy designs of previous years, the ‘37 model boasted
a more streamlined, aerodynamic profile, featuring a lower hood
and rounded fenders. This aesthetic revolution, designed by Eugene
T. Gregorie, immediately captivated the public, setting the stage for
the equally striking 1938 Ford. While maintaining the fundamental
design language, the '38 model refined the details further,
enhancing its elegance and sophistication. These models weren't
just visually appealing; they represented a significant leap forward
in engineering and performance.

The Power of the Flathead V8: Engine
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Specifications and Performance

The heart of both the 1937 and 1938 Fords was undoubtedly the
Ford V8 engine. This revolutionary flathead V8, introduced in
1932, was a game-changer, offering powerful performance at a
surprisingly affordable price. The 221 cubic inch engine, available in
both years, delivered a healthy amount of horsepower for its time,
making these Fords surprisingly quick and capable. While the exact
horsepower figures vary slightly between models and modifications,
owners consistently praised their robust power and reliability. This
engine's longevity and relative simplicity contributed significantly to
the car's popularity and its continued presence on the road today.
It's this very engine that fuels the passion of so many classic car
enthusiasts.

Design and Styling: Key Features and
Variations

The 1937 and 1938 Fords offered a range of body styles to suit
various needs and preferences. From the practical coupes and
sedans to the stylish convertibles and luxurious limousines, there
was a Ford model to suit nearly every taste. Notable features
included the integrated headlights, the graceful curves of the
fenders, and the iconic "waterfall" grille. The 1938 models subtly
refined these features, adding details like new taillights and more
pronounced hood ornamentation. Furthermore, subtle changes in
trim, bumpers, and other details distinguished different model years
and options packages. For example, the availability of deluxe trim
levels showcased the growing consumer demand for more stylish
options in American car design. These differences, though subtle,
make each car unique and contribute to the rich history of these
models. Many consider the 1938 Ford to be slightly more refined
and desirable amongst collectors due to its updated aesthetic.

The Legacy and Collectibility of
1937-1938 Fords

The 1937 and 1938 Fords left an undeniable mark on automotive
history. They were not only successful commercially but also played
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a significant role in shaping the design language of the following
decades. The enduring popularity of the flathead V8 engine further
cemented their place in automotive lore. Today, these cars are
highly sought-after by collectors and enthusiasts. Their classic
styling, relatively straightforward mechanicals, and availability of
parts make them a rewarding project for restoration. The cars'
restoration process, often a multi-year commitment, is as much a
part of their appeal as their stylish design and powerful engine.
Many owners and collectors dedicate years to meticulously restoring
these vehicles to their original glory. The continued interest in these
models highlights their lasting impact on American culture and car
enthusiasts' appreciation for automotive history.

Conclusion: A Timeless Icon

The 1937 and 1938 Ford cars represent a significant milestone in
automotive history. Their innovative design, powerful V8 engine,
and enduring appeal continue to captivate enthusiasts and
collectors worldwide. These cars are more than just vehicles; they
are symbols of a bygone era, representing both the struggles and
triumphs of the period. The commitment to restoration and
preservation ensures that these iconic vehicles will continue to
grace roads and car shows for generations to come. Their enduring
legacy as a significant part of American automotive heritage is
undeniable.

FAQ
Q1: How much does a restored 1937-1938 Ford typically cost?

Al: The cost of a restored 1937-1938 Ford varies significantly
depending on the model, condition, and extent of the restoration. A
well-restored example can range from several tens of thousands of
dollars to well over $100,000, while unrestored or project cars can
be found for considerably less. The condition of the chassis, engine,
body, and interior heavily influences the final price.

Q2: What are some common problems with 1937-1938 Fords?

A2: Like any classic car, these models can present some challenges.
Common issues include rust (especially in the body), electrical
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system problems, and carburetor issues. The age of the engine can
also necessitate regular maintenance and potential overhauls.
Finding parts, while relatively easier than for some other classic
cars, still requires dedicated sourcing.

Q3: Are parts readily available for these cars?

A3: Fortunately, a substantial aftermarket exists for parts for these
Fords. Many specialized vendors supply both new and used
components, ranging from engine parts and body panels to interior
trim and electrical components. However, certain parts may require
more extensive searching or specialized fabrication.

Q4: How difficult is it to maintain a 1937-1938 Ford?

A4: Maintenance is more involved than with a modern car due to the
age and technology of the vehicle. Regular lubrication, carburetor
adjustments, and careful monitoring of the mechanical systems are
crucial. While mechanical knowledge is helpful, many resources,
including online forums and dedicated repair manuals, support
owners in maintaining these classics.

Q5: Are these cars suitable for daily driving?

A5: While technically possible, daily driving a restored 1937-1938
Ford is generally discouraged. These cars lack many modern safety
features, and their mechanical systems require more attention than
modern vehicles. They are best enjoyed for occasional drives, shows,
and rallies.

Q6: What is the most desirable body style for collectors?

A6: Convertibles and coupes are generally considered the most
desirable body styles amongst collectors due to their rarity and
style. However, the desirability ultimately comes down to personal
preference and the specific condition of the car.

Q7: Where can I find more information on restoring a
1937-1938 Ford?

A7: Numerous online forums, clubs, and specialized websites cater
to owners and enthusiasts of these vehicles. These resources offer
valuable information, advice, and support for restoration projects.
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Additionally, several comprehensive repair manuals are available to
assist with mechanical work.

Q8: What makes these cars so collectible?

A8: The combination of stylish design, powerful (for the time) V8
engine, and relatively accessible parts makes these cars highly
sought after by collectors. Their historical significance as a pivotal
model in Ford's history and American automotive design further
elevates their status. The ongoing community of owners and
restorers also fosters a unique bond and appeal.

Riding the Crest of a Wave: Exploring the
1937-1938 Ford Car

The years 1937 and 1938 marked a pivotal period in the chronicles
of the Ford Motor Company. These cars represented a substantial
advancement from their predecessors, showcasing improved styling,
engineering, and features that captured the hearts and wallets of a
nation emerging from the troughs of the Great economic downturn.
This article will explore into the nuances of these iconic cars,
analyzing their appearance, engineering, effect on the automotive
landscape, and permanent legacy.

The most striking feature of the 1937-1938 Fords was their
redesigned bodywork. Gone were the boxy shapes of earlier models,
replaced by a more streamlined profile. The emergence of a
significantly extended hood, a lower roofline, and integrated wings
gave the cars a more elegant appearance, a shift from the somewhat
utilitarian aesthetics of the past. This change was a unambiguous
reaction to the growing need for fashionable and appealing
automobiles. This aesthetic was strongly motivated by the
burgeoning Art Deco movement, apparent in the car's adorned
details, such as the chrome radiator grill and lamps. The overall
effect was one of modernity, refinement, and speed.

Mechanically, the 1937-1938 Fords presented a trustworthy and
efficient platform. The powerplant options included a variety of
capacities, all distinguished by their fluid operation and relative
strong performance for their time. Enhancements in the
transmission system also contributed to a more pleasurable driving
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experience. Features such as improved retardation systems and a

higher degree of comfort improved the overall operating experience
further. The chassis construction was also improved, offering better
management and a more pleasant ride, particularly on bumpy paths.

The impact of the 1937-1938 Ford cars on the automotive sector
was considerable. Their triumph cemented Ford's standing as a
major player in the industry, demonstrating Ford's ability to adjust
to evolving buyer preferences and to launch innovative designs and
technologies. The design effect of these versions can still be seen in
contemporary automotive design, highlighting their lasting legacy.
The emergence of more advanced features also established a new
standard for affordability and accessibility in the automotive world.

In conclusion, the 1937-1938 Ford cars represented a significant
milestone in automotive evolution. Their improved styling,
trustworthy mechanicals, and overall attractiveness added to their
exceptional popularity and cemented their position as automotive
icons. Their impact continues to resonate now, creating them
deserving of investigation by automotive fans and scholars alike.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. What were the main engine options available in the
1937-1938 Fords? A range of V8 and straight-six engine sizes were
available, offering a variety of power and performance
characteristics. The specific options varied slightly between the
model year.

2. How did the styling of these Fords differ from earlier
models? The 1937-1938 models featured a more streamlined,
aerodynamic design with a longer hood, lower roofline, and
integrated fenders, contrasting sharply with the boxier designs of
previous years.

3. What was the impact of these cars on the automotive
industry? They solidified Ford's position as a major player,
demonstrating their ability to adapt to changing consumer desires
and introducing innovative design and technology at a more
accessible price point.

4. Where can I find more information about these cars? You
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can find additional details and resources through automotive history
books, online forums dedicated to classic car enthusiasts, and
museum archives.
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