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on Drugs
The "war on drugs," declared
decades  ago,  continues  to
rage ,  l eav ing  a  t ra i l  o f
devastation  across  borders
and  communi t ies .  Th i s
seemingly  intractable  conflict,
viewed  through  a  binational
lens,  reveals  a  complex
t a p e s t r y  o f  f a i l u r e s ,
unintended consequences, and
t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  a
paradigm  shift.  This  article
explores  the  b inat ional
perspectives on this seemingly
unwinnable war, examining its
impact  on  the  United  States
and  Mexico,  highlighting  the
need  for  innovative  solutions
and  collaborative  strategies
that  move  beyond  the  failed
pol ic ies  of  the  past.  Key
aspects we’ll examine include
c r o s s - b o r d e r  d r u g
trafficking,  the  role  of
cartels,  impact  on  public
health ,  human  r ights
violations,  and  the  urgent
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necessity  for  international
drug  policy  reform.

The  Fai led
Promises  of  a
Mil i tar ized
Approach
The  militarized  approach
adopted  by  the  US,  often
mirrored  (though  with  less
resources)  by  its  southern
neighbor,  has  demonstrably
failed to curb drug production,
trafficking,  or  consumption.
Instead, it has fueled violence,
corruption,  and human rights
abuses  on  both  sides  of  the
border.  The  "war  on  drugs"
s t r a t e g y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n
weakening  cartels,  has  often
strengthened  them,  allowing
them to consolidate power and
diversify  their  operations
beyond  drug  trafficking.  This
has led to a vicious cycle of
violence, with cartels vying for
control  of  lucrative  trafficking
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routes, engaging in brutal turf
wars that often spill over into
civilian populations.

###  The  US  Perspective:  A
Fortress Mentality

The  US  approach  has  often
focused  on  border  security,
interdiction  efforts,  and  the
prosecution of drug traffickers.
While  these  efforts  have  had
some  successes,  they  are
ultimately  insufficient  to
address the root causes of the
problem. The emphasis on law
enforcement has led to mass
i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,
disproportionately  affecting
marginalized  communities,
and has failed to address the
underlying  demand for  drugs
within  the  US.  The  focus  on
supp ly -s ide  reduct ion ,
neglecting  the  substantial
demand side, perpetuates this
cycle  of  failure.  This  reactive
strategy ignores the complex
social  and  economic  factors
that  contribute  to  drug  use
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and trafficking.

### The Mexican Perspective:
Collateral Damage in a Foreign
War

Mexico has borne the brunt of
the consequences of the "war
on  d rugs , "  becoming  a
battleground  for  drug  cartels
and  government  forces.  The
intensified  violence  has
destabilized  entire  regions,
causing  displacement,  fear,
and a climate of impunity. The
Mexican  government's  efforts
to  combat  drug  trafficking,
often  carried  out  with  US
support,  have been met with
fierce  resistance,  leading  to  a
staggering  loss  of  life  and
widespread  corruption.  The
strategy  of  targeting  cartels
h a s  n o t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a
significant  reduction  in  drug
flows,  while  fostering
resentment  and  distrust
towards  the  government.
Mexican citizens often feel like
victims  of  a  war  they  didn't



A War That Cant Be Won Binational
Perspectives On The War On Drugs

6

start,  being  caught  in  the
crossfire  of  a  binational
conflict  they  play  little  role  in
instigating.

The  Human Cost:
Beyond  Statistics
and Seizures
The human cost of the "war on
drugs" extends far beyond the
easily  quantifiable  statistics  of
drug  seizures  and  arrests.  It
encompasses  the  devastating
impact on families torn apart
by  v io lence ,  the  to l l  o f
addiction  and  its  associated
health  problems,  and  the
pervasive  corruption  that
undermines  the  rule  of  law.
Human  rights  violations  are
rampant,  with  reports  of
extrajudicial  killings,  torture,
and disappearances becoming
commonplace  in  regions
heavily  affected  by  drug
trafficking.  This  cross-border
drug  trafficking  has
generated  a  climate  of  fear
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and  insecurity,  impacting  all
levels of society.

### The Public Health Crisis

The  war  on  drugs  has  also
failed  to  address  the  public
health  crisis  associated  with
drug  use.  The  criminalization
of drug use pushes people into
the  shadows,  mak ing  i t
difficult  for  them  to  access
t reatment  and  suppor t
services. This, in turn, leads to
increased  rates  of  overdose
deaths  and  the  spread  of
infectious  diseases.  A  public
h e a l t h  a p p r o a c h  t h a t
prioritizes  harm  reduction,
treatment,  and  prevention  is
vital to mitigating this aspect
of the problem.

Rethinking  the
Strategy: Towards
a  Binational
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Solution
The  failure  of  the  "war  on
d r u g s "  d e m a n d s  a
fundamental shift in strategy.
A  binational  approach  is
crucial, requiring collaboration
between the US and Mexico to
address  the  complex  root
causes  of  the  problem.  This
involves:

Prioritizing  harm
reduction: Shifting from
a  p u r e l y  p u n i t i v e
approach  to  one  that
focuses  on  providing
treatment  and  support
services  for  drug  users.
A d d r e s s i n g  t h e
d e m a n d  s i d e :
I m p l e m e n t i n g
comprehensive  public
health  campaigns  to
r e d u c e  d r u g
c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d
p r o m o t e  h e a l t h y
lifestyles.
I n v e s t i n g  i n
s u s t a i n a b l e
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d e v e l o p m e n t :
Addressing  the  social
and  economic  factors
that  contribute  to  drug
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d
trafficking  in  Mexico.
This  includes  fostering
economic  opportunities
i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d
tackling  the  issue  of
poverty.
Strengthening  the
r u l e  o f  l a w :
Implementing  robust
a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n
measures to reduce the
influence  of  drug  cartels
a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e
accountability  of  law
enforcement  agencies.
Promoting  human
rights: Ensuring that all
efforts  to  combat  drug
trafficking  are  carried
out  in  accordance  with
international  human
rights  standards.
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A  Future  Beyond
the  War:  The
Imperative  for
Change
The "war on drugs" is  a war
that cannot be won using the
c u r r e n t  s t r a t e g i e s .  A
binational,  comprehensive
approach  is  urgently  needed
to  address  this  complex
challenge.  This  requires  a
paradigm shift,  moving  away
from  the  failed  militarized
approach  and  towards  a
strategy that prioritizes human
rights,  public  health,  and
sustainable development. Only
through  collaborative  efforts
and a willingness to confront
the root causes of the problem
can a more hopeful future be
envisioned,  one  that  moves
beyond the failed promises of
the  "war  on  drugs."  The
impact  on  public  health,
both  in  the  US  and  Mexico,
demands  immediate  action,
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moving  beyond  the  reactive,
punitive system that currently
prevails.

FAQ:  Addressing
Common
Questions
Q1:  Why  has  the  war  on
drugs failed?

A1:  The  war  on  drugs  has
failed due to a combination of
factors.  The  mi l i tar ized
approach  has  strengthened
cartels,  while  neglecting  the
d e m a n d  s i d e  a n d  t h e
u n d e r l y i n g  s o c i a l  a n d
economic  factors  contributing
to  drug  use  and  trafficking.
The focus on supply reduction
without  addressing  demand
has  proven  ineffective.
Corruption  and  a  lack  of
accountab i l i t y  fu r ther
exacerbate  the  problem.

Q 2 :  W h a t  a r e  s o m e
alternative  strategies  to
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the  war  on  drugs?

A2:  Alternative  strategies
include harm reduction, public
health  initiatives  targeting
prevention  and  treatment,
investment  in  sustainable
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  d r u g -
producing  regions,  anti-
corruption  measures,  and
f o s t e r i n g  s t r o n g e r
international  cooperation.
These  approaches  aim  to
address the root causes of the
problem  rather  than  merely
focusing  on  suppressing
supply.

Q 3 :  W h a t  r o l e  d o e s
international  cooperation
play in addressing the drug
problem?

A3:  International  cooperation
is crucial. Sharing intelligence,
coordinating law enforcement
efforts,  and  working  together
on  prevention  and  treatment
initiatives  are  essential.  This
requires  a  coordinated  effort
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that  moves  beyond  the
unilateral actions of individual
nations.  The role of  cartels
highlights  the  need  for  a
concerted global response.

Q 4 :  H o w  d o e s  d r u g
trafficking  affect  human
rights?

A4: Drug trafficking is linked to
widespread  human  rights
abuses, including extrajudicial
k i l l ings,  torture,  forced
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a n d
displacement.  The  violence
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d r u g
trafficking creates a climate of
f e a r  a n d  i m p u n i t y ,
undermining  the  rule  of  law
and violating the fundamental
rights of communities affected.

Q5: What is the impact of
drug  addiction  on  public
health?

A5: Drug addiction leads to a
wide range of health problems,
including  overdose  deaths,
infectious  diseases,  mental
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health  issues,  and  chronic
hea l th  cond i t i ons .  The
criminalization  of  drug  use
prevents  many  from  seeking
help, exacerbating the issue.

Q6:  What  is  the  role  of
poverty in the drug trade?

A6: Poverty creates a breeding
ground  for  drug  production
and  trafficking.  Lack  of
economic  opportunities  leads
people  to  participate  in  the
drug  trade  for  surv ival ,
creating a cycle of poverty and
violence. Addressing poverty is
crucial  to  reducing  drug
production.

Q7:  How can we measure
the success  of  alternative
strategies?

A7 :  Success  shou ld  be
measured  by  decreases  in
drug- re la ted  v io lence ,
improvements in public health
outcomes  (such  as  reduced
overdose  deaths),  increased
access to treatment, stronger
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rule of law, and a reduction in
human  rights  violations.  A
focus  on  sustainable  social
indicators  is  crucial.

Q8: What are the long-term
implications  of  continuing
the current approach?

A8:  Continuing  the  current
approach  will  likely  lead  to
more violence, further erosion
of  the rule  of  law,  continued
human rights abuses, and an
ongoing  public  health  crisis.
The  long-term  consequences
of inaction are far greater than
the  costs  of  implementing
effective,  humane,  and
collaborative  solutions.

A  War  That  Can't  Be  Won:
Binational Perspectives on the
War on Drugs

The  international  “war  on
drugs,” launched decades ago
with noble goals of eradicating
d r u g  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d
c o n s u m p t i o n ,  h a s
demonstrably failed to achieve



A War That Cant Be Won Binational
Perspectives On The War On Drugs

16

its principal objective. Instead,
it has fostered a intricate web
of brutal crime, governmental
corruption,  and  social  crises,
particularly along international
borders.  Examining this  long-
standing  deficiency  through  a
two-nation lens – focusing on
the  shared  difficulties  and
differing  viewpoints  between
countries  involved  –  reveals
the  inherent  flaws  in  the
strategy  and  points  towards
the requirement for  a drastic
shift in approach.

The  US,  for  example,  has
consistently  adopted  a  strict
s t a n c e ,  p r i o r i t i z i n g
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d
incarceration.  This  approach,
however,  has  swamped  the
judicial  system, inflated prison
popu la t ions  unequa l l y
affecting  disadvantaged
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  n o t
achieved  to  significantly
reduce drug trade. Meanwhile,
countries  like  Mexico,  often
situated  as  main  sources  of
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illicit  substances  or  transit
points,  endure  the  ruinous
consequences  of  drug-related
conflict, graft, and chaos.

From a Peruvian perspective,
the US war on drugs is viewed,
often,  as  a  defeat  that  has
imposed  considerable  harm
without  achieving  its  stated
objectives.  The  attention  on
source-side  reduction  has,
a rguab ly ,  sh i f ted  d rug
production  to  new  regions,
intensified  violence  within
drug-producing countries, and
indirectly  supported  the
growth  of  influential  cartels.
The police-heavy approach has
also weakened already fragile
governmental  institutions  in
many  countries,  contributing
to  a  pattern  of  turmoil  and
instability.  Further,  the  flow of
i l l i c i t  f unds  in to  these
countries  has  corrupted legal
systems, making it  extremely
hard  to  effectively  combat
drug  trafficking.
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The  binational  perspective
highlights  the  necessity  for
partnership  rather  than
conflict.  Transferring
intelligence,  harmonizing
enforcement  efforts,  and
carrying  out  joint  operations
can  improve  effectiveness.
However ,  th i s  requ i res
address ing  the  cont ro l
imbalances  inherent  in  the
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n
consuming  countries  and
supplying  countries.  A  true
c o o p e r a t i o n  m u s t
acknowledge  the  financial
factors driving drug production
in  source countries,  including
poverty,  deficiency  of
economic  opportunities,  and
the frailty of state institutions.

One encouraging strategy is to
change the focus from merely
curbing  supply  to  addressing
the  underlying  demand  for
drugs.  This  requires  a  multi-
faceted  approach  including
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,
t reatment  se rv ices  fo r
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a d d i c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e
m i n i m i z a t i o n  o f  h a r m
associated  with  drug  use.
Furthermore, investing in long-
term economic development in
drug-producing  regions  is
crucial  to creating alternative
livelihoods  and  reducing  the
allure of drug production as a
source of income.

Ultimately, the lack of success
o f  t h e  w a r  o n  d r u g s
demonstrates  the  boundaries
of  a  purely  penal  approach.
Addressing  this  complex
problem  demands  a  holistic
strategy  that  integrates
international  collaboration,  a
focus  on  demand  reduction,
and substantial investment in
socioeconomic development in
drug-producing  regions.  Only
then  can  we  hope  to  move
p a s t  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y
insurmountable  war  and
towards  a  far  effective
strategy  for  addressing  the
global  drug  problem.
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F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d
Questions  (FAQs):

Q1:  Isn't  law enforcement
still  necessary  in  the  fight
against  drugs?

A 1 :  A b s o l u t e l y .  L a w
enforcement  plays  a  crucial
ro le  in  d i s rupt ing  d rug
trafficking  networks  and
prosecuting  drug-related
crimes.  However,  relying
solely  on  enforcement  has
proven  ineffective  and  often
counterproductive. A balanced
a p p r o a c h  i s  n e e d e d ,
combining  enforcement  with
prevention,  treatment,  and
development  initiatives.

Q 2 :  W h a t  r o l e  c a n
international  cooperation
play  in  solving  this  issue?

A2:  International  cooperation
is  vital.  Sharing  intelligence,
coordinating law enforcement
efforts,  and providing financial
and  technical  assistance  to
drug-producing  countries  are
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crucial  steps towards a more
effective  approach.  This
requires a shift from a purely
adversarial relationship to one
of  genuine  partnership  and
shared  responsibility.

Q3: How can we reduce the
demand for drugs?

A3: Reducing demand requires
a  multi-pronged  approach.
This  includes  comprehensive
education  campaigns,  easily
accessible  and  affordable
addiction treatment programs,
harm reduction strategies, and
addressing  the  underlying
social  and  economic  factors
that contribute to drug use.

Q 4 :  W h a t  a r e  s o m e
examples  of  successful
harm reduction strategies?

A4: Successful harm reduction
strategies  include  providing
supervised  injection  sites,
distributing clean needles, and
offering  medication-assisted
treatment for opioid addiction.
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These  strategies  a im  to
min im ize  the  negat i ve
consequences  of  drug  use
while  also  improving  the
health  and  well-being  of
people  who  use  drugs.
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