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1987 Mitsubishi Montero Manual: A
Deep Dive into Off-Road History
The 1987 Mitsubishi Montero, a name synonymous with rugged capability and
timeless design, represents a pivotal moment in automotive history. This article
delves  into  the  specifics  of  the  1987  Montero  manual,  exploring  its  features,
benefits,  and  lasting  legacy.  We'll  uncover  why  this  vehicle  remains  highly
sought after by off-road enthusiasts and collectors, touching upon key aspects
like its manual transmission, its 4-wheel drive system, its reliability, and
its restoration.  Let's embark on a journey back to the golden age of off-road
SUVs.
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Introduction: The Genesis of a Legend
The 1987 Mitsubishi Montero marked Mitsubishi's entry into the burgeoning
market of body-on-frame SUVs, competing directly with established players like
the Jeep Cherokee and Toyota 4Runner. Unlike many of its contemporaries, the
Montero  offered  a  sophisticated  blend  of  comfort  and  capability,  making  it
attractive to a wider audience than just hardcore off-roaders. The availability of
a manual transmission further enhanced its appeal to those seeking a more
engaging  and  connected  driving  experience,  particularly  on  challenging
terrains. This manual gearbox, paired with its robust 4WD system, became a
hallmark of the Montero's identity.

Benefits  of  the  1987  Mitsubishi  Montero
Manual
The 1987 Montero manual transmission provided several key advantages over
its automatic counterpart:
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Enhanced Control:  A manual  transmission gives the driver complete
control  over  gear  selection,  allowing  for  precise  engine  speed
management,  crucial  when  navigating  challenging  terrain  like  steep
inclines  or  slippery  surfaces.  This  level  of  control  is  particularly
advantageous  when  utilizing  the  Montero's  four-wheel  drive  system.
Improved  Fuel  Efficiency:  While  not  drastically  different,  manual
transmissions  generally  offer  slightly  better  fuel  economy  compared  to
automatics,  especially  during  consistent  driving  conditions.  This  can
translate to noticeable savings over  time,  particularly  for  owners who
regularly engage in long-distance driving.
Increased Durability:  Manual  transmissions  are  generally  known for
their  robustness  and  longevity,  requiring  less  maintenance  than  their
automatic  counterparts.  This  aligns  with  the  Montero's  reputation  for
reliability and makes it a popular choice for those who intend to use it for
demanding off-road activities.
Direct Engagement: The driver feels a more direct connection to the
vehicle's power delivery with a manual transmission, providing a more
engaging and rewarding driving experience. This is particularly appealing
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to experienced drivers who appreciate the responsiveness and precise
control.
Lower Purchase Price:  In the used car market, manual transmission
vehicles often command a lower price than their automatic counterparts,
making the 1987 Montero manual a potentially more affordable option for
buyers on a budget.

Usage and Capabilities  of  the 1987 Montero
Manual
The 1987 Mitsubishi Montero manual, with its sturdy construction and capable
4x4 system, was designed for a range of conditions, from daily commuting to
extreme  off-road  adventures.  The  availability  of  a  low-range  transfer  case
further  amplified  its  capabilities,  making  it  suitable  for  tackling  challenging
obstacles.

Its robust design allowed owners to confidently tackle:
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Rough Terrain:  The combination of the manual transmission's control
and  the  4WD  system's  capabilities  allowed  for  effective  navigation  over
rocks,  mud,  and  sand.
Steep Inclines:  The precise  control  offered by  the  manual  transmission
proved invaluable when ascending and descending steep gradients.
Off-road  Trails:  The  Montero  was  adept  at  navigating  various  off-road
trails,  offering  a  capable  and  comfortable  platform  for  exploring  the
wilderness.
Snow and Ice: The four-wheel-drive system, combined with appropriate
winter tires, ensured reliable traction in snowy and icy conditions.

However, it is important to remember that the 1987 Montero's technology is
relatively basic compared to modern SUVs. Features such as electronic stability
control and traction control were not available, requiring drivers to rely on their
skills and experience.
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Restoring and Maintaining a 1987 Mitsubishi
Montero Manual
Finding a well-maintained 1987 Mitsubishi Montero is becoming increasingly
challenging. Many examples require restoration or significant mechanical work.
The process of restoring a classic vehicle like this is rewarding but requires
patience, mechanical aptitude, and access to parts. Finding original parts can
be a challenge; some owners utilize parts from other Mitsubishi  models or
resort to aftermarket components. Regular maintenance is vital, encompassing
tasks such as:

Fluid  Changes:  Regular  changes  of  engine  oil,  transmission  fluid,
differential  fluid,  and brake fluid  are  crucial  for  maintaining  the  vehicle's
performance and longevity.
Brake Inspection: Thorough brake inspections are essential to ensure
safe operation, particularly given the vehicle's age.
Suspension  and  Steering  Components:  Regular  inspection  and
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maintenance of suspension and steering components are important for
maintaining handling and safety.
Rust  Prevention  and  Repair:  Rust  is  a  common  issue  with  older
vehicles,  and  preventative  measures  and  timely  repairs  are  vital  to
prolong the vehicle's life.

Conclusion: A Timeless Classic
The 1987 Mitsubishi  Montero manual  represents  a  unique blend of  rugged
capability and classic design. Its manual transmission, paired with its capable
four-wheel drive system, offers a level of driver engagement and control that is
rarely  found  in  modern  SUVs.  While  it  may  lack  some  of  the  modern
conveniences and safety features of newer vehicles, its timeless appeal and off-
road prowess make it a highly desirable classic for enthusiasts and collectors.
Its reliability, coupled with a passionate community of owners and restorers,
ensures that the legacy of the 1987 Montero manual will continue for years to
come.



Mitsubishi Montero Manual 1987
8

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Are parts for a 1987 Mitsubishi Montero readily available?

A1: Parts availability can be a challenge. While some common parts are still
available through Mitsubishi dealers or online retailers, sourcing specialized or
less  common  components  might  require  more  effort,  potentially  involving
searching  for  used  parts  or  relying  on  aftermarket  suppliers.

Q2:  How  difficult  is  it  to  maintain  a  1987  Montero  manual
transmission?

A2: Maintenance is comparable to other vehicles of its era. While generally
straightforward,  regular  fluid  changes  and  inspections  are  vital.  Some  tasks
might  require  specialized  tools  or  knowledge,  potentially  necessitating
professional  assistance.

Q3: What is the fuel economy like for a 1987 Montero manual?



Mitsubishi Montero Manual 1987
9

A3: Fuel economy will vary depending on driving conditions and engine size.
Expect lower fuel efficiency compared to modern vehicles; factors like tire size
and driving style significantly impact fuel consumption.

Q4: How does the 4-wheel-drive system in the 1987 Montero work?

A4: The 1987 Montero typically featured a part-time four-wheel-drive system
with a selectable low-range transfer case. This system allows the driver to
switch between 2WD and 4WD modes, providing enhanced traction in off-road
conditions.

Q5: Is the 1987 Mitsubishi Montero a good off-road vehicle?

A5:  Yes,  it  was  designed  as  a  capable  off-road  vehicle.  Its  body-on-frame
construction, four-wheel-drive system, and low-range gearing make it suitable
for a variety of terrains. However, it lacks modern electronic driving aids.

Q6:  What  are  some  common  problems  associated  with  the  1987
Montero?
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A6: Common issues can include rust (especially in areas with harsh winters),
electrical problems due to age, and potential wear and tear on the suspension
and drivetrain components. Regular maintenance is crucial.

Q7: Is the 1987 Montero manual a good first off-road vehicle?

A7:  It  can  be,  but  it  requires  mechanical  aptitude  and  off-road  driving
experience. Lacking modern safety features, it demands a skilled driver capable
of handling challenging conditions.

Q8: Where can I find a 1987 Mitsubishi Montero manual for sale?

A8:  You  can  find  them  through  online  classifieds  (like  Craigslist,  Facebook
Marketplace), specialized classic car websites, and automotive auction sites. Be
prepared to thoroughly inspect any potential purchase.
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Conquering the Trails:  A Deep Dive into the
1987 Mitsubishi Montero Manual
The 1987 Mitsubishi  Montero –  a designation that evokes images of  hardy
landscapes and uncompromising adventures. This machine, a precursor in the
burgeoning SUV industry, arrived with a prestige for prowess that echoed with
off-road  devotees  worldwide.  Understanding  its  intricacies,  as  detailed  in  the
1987 Mitsubishi Montero manual, is key to releasing its full capacity. This article
investigates  into  the  heart  of  this  iconic  machine,  examining  its  features,
operation, and upkeep as outlined in its authentic documentation.

The 1987 Montero manual functions as a comprehensive guide to this versatile
off-roader.  It's  not  just  a  assemblage  of  data  points;  it's  a  roadmap  to
dominating the elements that await you outside the paved roads. The manual's
lucid instructions and detailed drawings allow even beginner operators to grasp
the Montero's intricacies.
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One of the primary things the manual details is the Montero's engine. Whether
fitted  with  a  gasoline  or  fuel  powerplant,  the  manual  provides  step-by-step
directions on starting the vehicle, operating the transmission (whether stick-
shift  or  auto),  and  controlling  fuel  consumption.  It  also  underlines  the
importance of routine checks, including lubrication, filter maintenance, and plug
replacements.

Beyond the fundamentals of operation, the 1987 Montero manual delves into
the vehicle's distinct attributes. The four-wheel-drive setup, a pivotal element
for off-road ability,  is  fully explained.  The manual  guides the user through the
process  of  selecting  different  four-wheel-drive  modes,  highlighting  their
respective advantages and limitations. Understanding these modes is essential
for managing difficult terrain.

Furthermore, the manual provides valuable information regarding security. It
details the appropriate operation of safety devices, such as seatbelts, stopping
systems, and lights. It also highlights the necessity of routine examinations to
confirm the vehicle's fitness.
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The organization of the 1987 Mitsubishi  Montero manual itself  is  worthy of
mention.  Its  logical  progression of  information makes it  simple to  discover
specific  chapters.  The  use  of  concise  vocabulary,  coupled  with  useful
illustrations,  guarantees  a  effortless  learning  experience.  This  is  essential  for
drivers  seeking  to  comprehend  the  machine's  mechanics  and  to  execute
routine maintenance.

In conclusion, the 1987 Mitsubishi Montero manual is far more than a mere
compilation of directions. It is a valuable tool for any user of this legendary SUV.
By thoroughly studying its information, drivers can completely appreciate the
potential of their Montero and preserve it in optimal form for many years to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Where can I find a copy of the 1987 Mitsubishi Montero manual?

A:  Vintage manuals can be found on online marketplace sites like eBay, or
through specialist automotive parts suppliers.
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2. Q: Is the 1987 Montero manual applicable to later model years?

A:  While  some  information  might  be  transferable,  significant  differences  exist
between model years. Using a manual from a different year is not suggested.

3. Q: What are some common maintenance procedures highlighted in
the manual?

A:  Routine  fluid  changes,  filter  replacements,  brake  service,  and  fluid  level
inspections  are  important  upkeep  procedures.

4. Q: Can the 1987 Montero manual help with troubleshooting?

A: Yes, the manual often contains diagnostic charts to help pinpoint potential
issues.

5. Q: Is the 1987 Montero manual easy to understand?

A:  While  specialized  in  nature,  the  manual  generally  uses  understandable
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vocabulary and useful drawings to aid comprehension.
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