
Ford Contour Troubleshooting Guide

Ford Contour Troubleshooting Guide: A Comprehensive
Resource
The Ford Contour, a compact car produced from 1995 to 2000, offered a blend of sporty handling and affordable pricing.
However, like any vehicle, it’s susceptible to mechanical issues. This comprehensive Ford Contour troubleshooting guide will
help you diagnose and, in some cases, resolve common problems, saving you time and money on repairs. We'll cover
everything from addressing minor inconveniences to tackling more serious Ford Contour engine problems, equipping you
with the knowledge to keep your Contour running smoothly. We'll also touch upon common Ford Contour electrical issues,
Ford Contour transmission problems, and Ford Contour suspension issues, providing practical advice and solutions.

Understanding Your Ford Contour: A Foundation for Troubleshooting
Before diving into specific problems, understanding your Contour's systems is crucial. This includes familiarizing yourself
with the engine bay, locating essential components like the battery, fuses, and fluid reservoirs. Regular maintenance, such as
checking fluid levels (oil, coolant, brake fluid, power steering fluid), inspecting belts and hoses for wear and tear, and
regularly rotating your tires, significantly reduces the likelihood of major repairs. This preventative maintenance is key to a
long and healthy life for your Ford Contour. Ignoring these simple checks can lead to more complex and expensive Ford
Contour repair needs later on.

Common Ford Contour Problems and Solutions
This section tackles some of the most frequently reported issues with Ford Contours. Remember, diagnosing car problems
requires careful observation and sometimes professional help. Always prioritize safety and consult a qualified mechanic if
you're unsure about any repair.

### Engine Issues: Diagnosing and Addressing Problems

Rough Idle/Stalling: This could indicate a multitude of problems, from a faulty mass airflow sensor (MAF) to a failing
ignition coil or spark plugs. A diagnostic scan tool can help pinpoint the exact cause. Dirty throttle bodies can also
contribute to this issue. Cleaning the throttle body is a relatively simple DIY fix.
Overheating: Check your coolant level and look for leaks in the radiator hoses, water pump, or radiator itself. A failing
thermostat can also lead to overheating.
Reduced Power/Lack of Acceleration: This could stem from issues with the fuel system (fuel pump, fuel filter), air
intake system (dirty air filter), or the ignition system (spark plugs, wires, distributor).

### Electrical Problems: Lights, Wipers, and More

Ford Contours, like many cars of that era, can suffer from electrical gremlins.

Electrical System Malfunctions: Faulty fuses are often the culprit behind non-functional lights, wipers, or power
windows. Check your fuse box under the hood and inside the cabin.
Alternator Problems: A failing alternator will prevent the battery from charging, leading to a dead battery. Have your
alternator tested if your battery keeps dying.
Wiring Issues: Over time, wiring harnesses can deteriorate, leading to intermittent electrical problems. Identifying
and repairing damaged wiring often requires expertise.

### Transmission Problems: Shifting Difficulties

Rough Shifting: Transmission fluid condition is vital. Low or dirty transmission fluid can cause harsh shifting.
Consider a transmission fluid change and filter replacement.
Transmission Slipping: This indicates a more serious problem within the transmission itself, often requiring
professional repair or even replacement.

### Suspension Issues: Handling and Comfort

Unusual Noises: Knocking, clunking, or squeaking sounds from the suspension often indicate worn-out bushings, ball
joints, or shock absorbers.
Uneven Tire Wear: This could point to alignment issues or worn suspension components.

Utilizing Online Resources and Repair Manuals
When troubleshooting your Ford Contour, online resources and repair manuals are invaluable. Many forums dedicated to
Ford Contours offer troubleshooting tips and advice from experienced owners. A Haynes or Chilton repair manual specific to
your Ford Contour's year and model provides detailed diagrams, specifications, and repair procedures. Remember to consult
these resources *after* you've done a preliminary check to understand the potential issue. This organized approach will save
time and potentially prevent misdiagnosis. Accurate information is crucial when attempting any DIY repairs on your vehicle.
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Preventative Maintenance: The Key to Long-Term Reliability
Regular preventative maintenance is the best way to avoid many common Ford Contour problems. This includes:

Regular Oil Changes: Use the recommended oil type and change interval.
Fluid Checks: Regularly check and top off all fluids as needed.
Tire Rotation and Balancing: Ensure even tire wear and optimal handling.
Belt and Hose Inspection: Check for cracks, wear, and fraying.

Conclusion
This Ford Contour troubleshooting guide provides a starting point for addressing common issues. Remember that proper
diagnosis is crucial before attempting any repairs. If you’re unsure about any aspect of the repair process, consult a qualified
mechanic. By understanding your vehicle's systems and performing regular maintenance, you can significantly extend the life
and reliability of your Ford Contour, enjoying many more miles of driving pleasure.

FAQ
Q1: My Ford Contour’s engine is making a strange knocking sound. What could it be?

A1: A knocking sound in your Ford Contour's engine can indicate several problems, ranging from low oil pressure (check
your oil level immediately!), worn connecting rod bearings, or even a problem with the piston rings. This is a serious issue
requiring immediate professional attention. Do not drive the vehicle until it's been inspected by a mechanic.

Q2: My Ford Contour's battery keeps dying. What should I check?

A2: A constantly dying battery points to a charging system problem. First, check the battery terminals for corrosion and
clean them if necessary. Then, have your alternator tested at an auto parts store or mechanic. A faulty alternator won't
charge the battery properly. The battery itself could also be failing, needing replacement.

Q3: Where can I find a Ford Contour repair manual?

A3: You can find Ford Contour repair manuals at most auto parts stores (like AutoZone, Advance Auto Parts, etc.), online
retailers (Amazon, eBay), or through specialized automotive booksellers. Haynes and Chilton are two reputable publishers of
these manuals.

Q4: My Ford Contour is overheating. What are the potential causes?

A4: Overheating can result from low coolant levels (check for leaks!), a malfunctioning thermostat, a failing water pump, a
clogged radiator, or a problem with the cooling fan. Addressing this requires careful inspection and often professional help.

Q5: How often should I change the transmission fluid in my Ford Contour?

A5: The recommended transmission fluid change interval varies depending on your specific model year and driving
conditions. Consult your owner's manual for the precise recommendations. Generally, it’s advisable to have it changed every
30,000-60,000 miles or as suggested in your owner's manual.

Q6: Are there any specific Ford Contour forums or online communities I can join for help?

A6: Yes, many online forums and communities are dedicated to Ford Contours. Searching online for "Ford Contour forums"
or "Ford Contour owners club" will reveal numerous resources where you can ask questions, share experiences, and seek
advice from fellow owners.

Q7: My Ford Contour’s check engine light is on. What does that mean?

A7: A check engine light indicates a problem detected by the car's onboard diagnostic system (OBD). You'll need to use an
OBD-II scanner to retrieve the diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs). These codes will help identify the specific issue. Some auto
parts stores offer free code reading services.

Q8: How can I improve the fuel efficiency of my Ford Contour?

A8: Improve your fuel economy by keeping your tires properly inflated, ensuring regular maintenance (including air filter
changes and tune-ups), driving smoothly (avoiding aggressive acceleration and braking), and minimizing idling time.

Ford Contour Troubleshooting Guide: A Comprehensive Handbook for
Enthusiasts
The Ford Contour, a compact car built from 1995 to 2000, offered a combination of sporty handling and convenient features.
However, like any car, it's susceptible to mechanical difficulties. This handbook serves as a complete resource for
troubleshooting common Ford Contour ailments, enabling owners to pinpoint and, in some cases, fix them. We'll delve into
various systems, from the powerplant to the electrical components, providing helpful advice and step-by-step instructions.

Understanding Your Contour: A Foundation for Troubleshooting
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Before diving into specific issues, it's crucial to understand the basics of your Ford Contour. Familiarize yourself with its
principal systems:

The Engine: This is the center of your vehicle, responsible for producing power. Knowing your motor's specifications,
including the model number, is vital for accurate troubleshooting. Common powerplant-related issues include misfires,
low compression, and drips in the engine block.

The Transmission: Whether automatic, your transmission translates the engine's power into motion. Symptoms of
transmission issues range from inability to shift to drips and whining noises.

The Electrical System: This intricate network supplies everything from the illumination to the ECU. Issues can range
from blown fuses to electrical shorts.

The Suspension and Steering: These systems impact to the car's ride and control. faulty systems can manifest as
unpredictable steering.

The Braking System: This is paramount for protection. worn pads can be hazardous. Regular check-up and repair are
essential.

Common Ford Contour Problems and Solutions

Now let's address some typical Ford Contour problems:

Engine Misfires: This can be caused by faulty spark plugs. A diagnostic scan can help isolate the specific cylinder
experiencing misfires.

Overheating: a malfunctioning thermostat are common culprits. Regular maintenance are essential for preventing
overheating.

Transmission Problems: These often require expert diagnosis and repair, as they can be intricate. Signs include
rough shifting.

Electrical Issues: Start by inspecting wires. If the problem persists, a qualified mechanic might need to diagnose the
computer system.

Suspension and Steering Problems: ball joints can lead to unpredictable steering. Regular inspections are key to
preventing major repairs.

Troubleshooting Strategies and Diagnostic Tools

Effective troubleshooting involves a systematic approach. Here are some useful strategies:

1. Gather Information: Note the symptoms of the trouble. When did it start? Under what situations does it occur?

2. Visual Inspection: Meticulously inspect all pertinent components for any obvious damage or wear.

3. Use Diagnostic Tools: A code reader can retrieve diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) that can substantially narrow down the
problem.

4. Consult Repair Manuals: A workshop manual provides detailed information on your specific Ford Contour variant.

5. Seek Professional Help: If you're unable to pinpoint and resolve the trouble, seek the assistance of a qualified mechanic.

Conclusion

Troubleshooting your Ford Contour, while possibly demanding, can be a satisfying experience. By understanding the basics of
your vehicle's systems and following a systematic approach, you can successfully pinpoint and often repair many common
issues. Remember to prioritize safety and don't delay to seek professional help when necessary. Regular check-ups are
essential for preventing issues and extending the longevity of your Ford Contour.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a Ford Contour repair manual?

A1: You can find Ford Contour repair manuals online through various retailers, or at car parts stores. They are also
sometimes available at archives.

Q2: What is the most common problem with Ford Contours?

A2: While diverse issues can arise, issues with the cooling system are somewhat common.

Q3: How often should I perform maintenance on my Ford Contour?

A3: Refer to your owner's manual for a detailed maintenance schedule. Generally, regular inspections are essential.

Q4: Can I perform all repairs myself?

A4: While some minor repairs are feasible for DIY enthusiasts, more complicated repairs frequently require expert
assistance.
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Q5: Is it expensive to maintain a Ford Contour?

A5: The cost of maintenance varies depending on the magnitude of repairs and availability of parts. Regular maintenance can
help prevent costly repairs in the long term.
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