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A Climber's Companion: Exploring Hilary Sharp's 2010 Cicerone Guide to
the Matterhorn

Conquering the Matterhorn, a majestic peak renowned for its formidable challenges and breathtaking beauty, requires meticulous planning and expert guidance. This
article delves into Hilary Sharp's 2010 Cicerone guide, *Matterhorn*, a Turtleback publication that has become a cornerstone for aspiring and experienced mountaineers
tackling this iconic Swiss peak. We'll explore its features, value, and lasting impact on Matterhorn ascents, covering aspects like route descriptions, safety advice, and

the overall experience of using this essential climbing guide. Key topics we'll examine include Matterhorn climbing routes, alpine climbing safety, Cicerone
guidebook reviews, and the legacy of Hilary Sharp’s mountaineering writing.

Hilary Sharp's Expertise and the Cicerone Legacy
Hilary Sharp’s reputation precedes her. A highly respected mountaineer and writer, Sharp brings years of practical experience and insightful observation to her

guidebooks. This is evident throughout the *Matterhorn* guide, which isn't merely a dry recitation of facts but a nuanced account of tackling this challenging mountain.
The Cicerone Press itself has a long and established history of producing high-quality mountaineering guides, renowned for their accuracy and detail. This heritage

significantly contributes to the guide's credibility and reliability among climbers. The 2010 Turtleback edition benefits from this established reputation and provides a
durable, field-ready format.

Inside the Guide: Route Descriptions and Safety Advice
The heart of the *Matterhorn* guide lies in its detailed route descriptions. Sharp meticulously outlines various ascent routes, including the classic Hörnli Ridge, the Lion
Ridge, and the Furggen Ridge. Each route description isn't simply a list of waypoints; instead, it offers insightful commentary on the terrain, potential challenges, and

necessary skills. The guide incorporates high-quality topographic maps and photographs to aid navigation and contextualize the descriptions.
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Crucially, the guide doesn't shy away from addressing safety concerns. Sharp provides detailed advice on rope techniques, glacier travel, crevasse rescue, and the
importance of weather forecasting. This focus on safety elevates the guide beyond a simple route finder, transforming it into a comprehensive resource for making

informed and responsible climbing decisions. The 2010 edition, while slightly older, remains highly relevant; the fundamental challenges and safety considerations of the
Matterhorn haven't changed.

Beyond the Routes: The Value of Experience and Context
What truly sets Sharp's guide apart is its emphasis on the climber's experience. The author doesn't just provide directions; she paints a picture of the Matterhorn's

atmosphere, the challenges faced, and the rewards earned. This element of storytelling enhances the guide's value, transforming it from a purely functional tool into a
source of inspiration and motivation. The guide also helps climbers understand the historical context of the mountain, its significance in mountaineering history, and the
personalities who have shaped its legacy. This added layer of cultural and historical insight enriches the overall reading experience. Considering the Matterhorn's iconic

status, understanding this context adds considerable depth to a climber’s preparation.

Assessing the Guide: Pros, Cons, and Modern Alternatives
Pros:

Detailed Route Descriptions: The guide provides comprehensive and accurate route information.
Emphasis on Safety: Safety advice is integrated throughout, not presented as an afterthought.

High-Quality Maps and Photographs: The visual aids significantly improve navigation.
Engaging Writing Style: Sharp's writing style is both informative and inspirational.

Durable Turtleback Edition: The robust binding ensures the guide can withstand the rigors of the mountain.

Cons:

Age of the Edition: Being a 2010 publication, some information may be slightly outdated. Climbers should always supplement this with the latest weather
forecasts and local advisories.

Limited GPS Integration: The lack of digital GPS data might be a disadvantage for climbers accustomed to modern digital tools. This necessitates careful map
reading skills.

While newer guides and digital resources exist, the core value of Sharp's *Matterhorn* guide remains. Its detailed descriptions and emphasis on safety remain crucial
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aspects for safe and successful ascents. Many climbers still prefer the detailed maps and comprehensive textual descriptions of this style of guidebook over digital
alternatives.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy on the Mountain
Hilary Sharp's 2010 Cicerone guide to the Matterhorn remains a valuable resource for climbers of all experience levels. While supplementary resources are always
recommended, the guide's detailed route descriptions, safety advice, and engaging writing style continue to make it a worthy companion for those attempting this

challenging and rewarding peak. Its legacy lies not just in its factual accuracy but in its ability to inspire and prepare climbers for the unique challenges and
unforgettable experience of ascending the Matterhorn. The enduring quality of Cicerone guides, coupled with Sharp's expertise, solidifies the 2010 Turtleback edition as

a timeless classic in mountaineering literature.

FAQ
Q1: Is Hilary Sharp's Matterhorn guide suitable for beginners?

A1: While the guide provides thorough information, it's not recommended for complete beginners. The Matterhorn demands significant experience in alpine climbing,
glacier travel, and high-altitude mountaineering. Beginners should consider less challenging peaks and gain extensive experience before attempting the Matterhorn.

Q2: Are there updated editions of this guide?

A2: While there isn't a newer edition specifically replacing the 2010 Turtleback version, Cicerone may have published updated material in other formats. Check the
Cicerone website for the most current information on Matterhorn guides. Always supplement any guide with the latest weather reports and conditions from local

authorities.

Q3: What other resources should I use alongside this guide?

A3: Supplement this guide with current weather forecasts, topographic maps (consider digital alternatives), and information from local guides and mountain authorities.
A detailed personal itinerary and thorough planning are crucial.

Q4: What type of climbing experience is required for the routes described?

A4: The routes described in Sharp's guide generally require advanced alpine climbing skills. This includes experience with glacier travel, rope work, ice axe techniques,
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and exposure to high-altitude environments.

Q5: Where can I purchase the 2010 Turtleback edition?

A5: Used copies of the 2010 Turtleback edition might be available through online retailers like Amazon or eBay, or potentially from specialist outdoor bookstores.

Q6: Are there any specific safety concerns mentioned in the guide?

A6: Yes, the guide extensively covers potential hazards, including rockfall, ice conditions, crevasse formation, and weather changes. It strongly emphasizes the
importance of careful route planning, appropriate gear, and understanding of self-arrest techniques.

Q7: How does this guide compare to other Matterhorn guides?

A7: While other guides exist, Sharp’s guide is highly regarded for its detailed descriptions, emphasis on safety, and engaging writing style. The Turtleback format is also
appreciated for durability. Comparisons should be made based on individual needs and experience levels.

Q8: What is the overall style and tone of Hilary Sharp's writing in this guide?

A8: Sharp's writing style is clear, concise, and informative, yet engaging and accessible. While detailed and precise, the guide avoids being overly technical, making it
suitable for a broad range of experienced climbers.

Ascending the Literary Matterhorn: A Deep Dive into Hilary Sharp's 2010 Cicerone Guide
The majestic Matterhorn, a peak of breathtaking beauty, has enthralled mountaineers and admirers for generations. Conquering its perilous slopes is a accomplishment
demanding proficiency, endurance, and meticulous planning. Hilary Sharp's 2010 Cicerone guide, "Tour of the Matterhorn," acts as an essential guide for anyone aiming

to undertake this challenging endeavor. This analysis will examine the guide's contents, assess its worth, and offer observations for both emerging and experienced
mountaineers.

Sharp's guide is not merely a collection of directions; it's a comprehensive narrative of the Matterhorn's various routes, past ascents, and the nuances of mountain
technique. The manual presents a abundance of meticulous maps, illustrations, and pictures, rendering the intricate terrain accessible even to comparatively unfamiliar

readers. This visual richness is invaluable in comprehending the nuances of the route descriptions.

One of the guide's advantages lies in its focus on protection. Sharp carefully describes potential hazards, offering practical counsel on risk assessment and reduction.
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This covers analyses of weather circumstances, snow structure, and the significance of proper gear and techniques. The book's stress on planning is particularly
valuable, aiding climbers to obviate typical errors.

Furthermore, the manual goes further than simply practical information. Sharp weaves historical facts about the Matterhorn, presenting stories of famous ascents and
the development of climbing methods. This personalizes the mountain, relating the reader to its vibrant history. This background adds depth to the adventure, altering it

from a purely bodily challenge into a more significant journey.

Sharp's writing prose is lucid, brief, and accessible to a wide variety of climbers. She avoids jargon vocabulary whenever possible, making the manual appropriate for
those with minimal familiarity in mountain climbing. However, she doesn't oversimplify the difficulty of the ascent, providing a truthful assessment of the hazards

inherent.

In closing, Hilary Sharp's "Tour of the Matterhorn" is more than just a climbing guide; it's a important resource for anyone dreaming of ascending this famous peak. Its
completeness, attention on protection, and engaging writing make it an necessary guide for as well as novices and professionals. The guide's fusion of technical details

and cultural context elevates it past a basic guidebook, rendering it a fulfilling read even for those who may never ascend the Matterhorn itself.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is this guide suitable for beginners?

A1: While detailed and thorough, Sharp's writing style is accessible, making the guide usable by beginners. However, climbing the Matterhorn requires significant
experience and training. The guide provides crucial information, but shouldn't replace proper training and mentorship.

Q2: What are the key features of the guide?

A2: Key features include detailed maps and illustrations, comprehensive route descriptions, safety advice, historical context, and clear, concise writing.

Q3: Does the guide cover all routes up the Matterhorn?

A3: The guide covers several popular and significant routes, but not every possible ascent path. It focuses on those considered safest and most frequently used.

Q4: Where can I purchase a copy of the guide?

A4: The guide may be available through online retailers specializing in mountaineering literature and equipment, as well as possibly through Cicerone Press directly.
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Used copies can sometimes be found on secondary marketplaces.
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