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The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer, a classic SUV known for its
ruggedness and reliability, can sometimes present electrical
challenges. Understanding your vehicle's electrical system is crucial
for troubleshooting issues, performing repairs, and even upgrading
components. This comprehensive guide focuses on locating and
utilizing the 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring
diagram schematic, a critical tool for any owner or mechanic
working on this iconic vehicle. We’ll explore where to find these
schematics, how to interpret them, and their importance in
maintaining your classic Jeep. We’ll also touch upon related topics
like Jeep Cherokee wiring harness, automotive electrical
systems, and 1987 Jeep Wagoneer electrical diagrams.

Finding Your 1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer Wiring Diagram
Obtaining a correct and complete 1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer wiring diagram schematic is the first step. Unlike
modern vehicles with readily available online resources, locating
schematics for older models requires a bit more detective work.
Here are some reliable avenues:

Original Owner's Manual: The most straightforward option
is checking your owner's manual. While not all manuals
include full schematics, some may have basic diagrams or
troubleshooting guides.

Online Forums and Communities: Dedicated Jeep forums,
such as Jeep forums, are invaluable resources. Experienced
owners often share their knowledge, including links to
downloadable schematics or advice on where to find them.
Searching for keywords like "1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer electrical diagram PDF" might yield promising
results.

Online Retailers: Websites specializing in automotive repair
manuals often sell digital copies of factory service manuals.
These manuals usually contain comprehensive 1987 Jeep
Cherokee Wagoneer wiring diagrams and other essential
repair information. Be wary of unofficial sources; ensure the
seller is reputable.
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Local Jeep Specialists: Your local Jeep specialist or a
mechanic familiar with classic Jeeps might possess the
schematics or know where to acquire them. They are valuable
resources for obtaining rare or difficult-to-find documents.

eBay and Similar Sites: Although less reliable than other
options, you might find original repair manuals or schematics
on auction websites. Always carefully inspect the listing to
verify its authenticity and completeness.

Interpreting the 1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer Wiring Diagram
Once you have acquired the 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer
original wiring diagram schematic, understanding how to read
it is essential. These diagrams utilize standardized symbols and
color-coding to represent different circuits and components within
your vehicle's electrical system.

Understanding the Symbols: The diagram will use symbols
to represent lights, switches, fuses, relays, sensors, and other
components. Familiarizing yourself with these symbols is
crucial for interpreting the flow of electricity.

Color-Coding: Wires are typically color-coded to indicate
their function. For example, a specific color might denote the
power wire for the headlights, while another color represents
the ground wire. Your diagram will have a legend explaining
these color codes.

Tracing Circuits: You'll use the diagram to trace the path of
electricity from the power source (battery) to different
components. Following the lines and noting the components
along the way allows you to diagnose electrical faults. For
example, if your headlights aren't working, you can trace the
circuit from the battery, through the switch, fuse, and wiring
to the headlights, identifying the point of failure.

Benefits of Using the Wiring Diagram
The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic is an indispensable tool for several reasons:

Troubleshooting Electrical Problems: Identifying the
source of electrical malfunctions becomes much easier. You
can systematically trace circuits to locate shorts, open
circuits, or faulty components.

Wiring Upgrades and Modifications: Planning any
electrical upgrades, such as installing aftermarket accessories
(lights, winches, etc.), requires a thorough understanding of
the existing wiring. The diagram helps you safely integrate
new components without compromising the vehicle's
electrical system.

Preventative Maintenance: Regularly reviewing the
diagram can help you identify potential issues before they
become major problems. This proactive approach can save
you time, money, and frustration in the long run.



1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer Original Wiring Diagram Schematic

3

Accurate Repair Procedures: Using the schematic in
conjunction with a repair manual allows you to perform
repairs accurately and efficiently. This reduces the risk of
causing further damage due to miswiring or incorrect
connections.

The Jeep Cherokee Wiring Harness: A
Closer Look
Understanding the Jeep Cherokee wiring harness is intrinsically
linked to interpreting the wiring diagram. The harness is the central
nervous system of your vehicle's electrical system, a bundle of
wires connecting various components. Damage to the harness,
whether from age, rodents, or accidents, can lead to numerous
electrical problems. The wiring diagram helps you identify the
specific section of the harness affected, simplifying repairs. Regular
inspections of the harness for damage, corrosion, or loose
connections are part of responsible Jeep ownership.

Conclusion
The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic is more than just a technical document; it's a vital
resource for anyone who wants to maintain, repair, or modify their
classic Jeep. By understanding its contents and using the resources
mentioned above, you equip yourself with the knowledge to handle
most electrical issues confidently. Remember always prioritize
safety when working with automotive electrical systems.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a free 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer
wiring diagram?

A1: Free, readily available, high-quality schematics are rare. While
some snippets might be found on forums, complete diagrams
usually require purchasing a factory service manual or a reputable
aftermarket repair manual. Free resources are often incomplete or
inaccurate, potentially leading to misdiagnosis and further damage.

Q2: My wiring diagram is damaged. What can I do?

A2: If your diagram is damaged, you'll need to replace it. Consider
purchasing a digital or hard copy replacement from an online
retailer specializing in automotive repair manuals. Contacting a
classic Jeep parts supplier or a local mechanic might also provide an
alternative.

Q3: Can I use a wiring diagram from a different year Jeep
Cherokee?

A3: While some similarities might exist, using a wiring diagram from
a different year or model Jeep Cherokee is risky. Electrical systems
changed over the years, and using an incorrect diagram can lead to
incorrect repairs and potential damage. Always use a diagram
specifically for your 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer.

Q4: What are the common electrical problems in a 1987 Jeep
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Cherokee Wagoneer?

A4: Common issues include failing lights, intermittent wipers,
malfunctioning gauges, and problems with the ignition system.
These often stem from age, corrosion, or wear and tear on wiring,
connectors, and components. A wiring diagram helps pinpoint the
source of these problems.

Q5: Is it safe to work on the electrical system myself?

A5: While many repairs are manageable with basic mechanical
skills, working with electricity requires caution. Always disconnect
the battery's negative terminal before working on any electrical
component to prevent shocks or short circuits. If you're unsure,
consult a qualified mechanic.

Q6: What tools do I need to use the wiring diagram
effectively?

A6: You'll need the diagram itself, a multimeter (to test voltage and
continuity), wire strippers, crimpers, and possibly a soldering iron
depending on the complexity of the repair. A good work light and a
set of screwdrivers are also essential.

Q7: Can the wiring diagram help me install aftermarket
accessories?

A7: Yes, absolutely. The diagram allows you to identify safe and
appropriate points to tap into the existing wiring harness for new
accessories. This ensures proper grounding and avoids potentially
damaging the vehicle's electrical system.

Q8: How often should I review my 1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer's wiring diagram?

A8: While you won't need to consult it daily, familiarize yourself with
the diagram's layout and key sections. Review it whenever you
tackle an electrical repair, upgrade, or troubleshoot a problem. This
proactive approach minimizes downtime and ensures accurate
repairs.

Decoding the Enigma: Understanding
the 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer
Original Wiring Diagram Schematic
The classic 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer, a embodiment of
rugged travel, presents a unique puzzle to even the most
experienced automotive mechanics: its wiring diagram. This
intricate web of wires, connectors, and components can seem like a
daunting task to decipher, yet understanding its secrets is vital for
any restoration work. This article will investigate the complexities of
the 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic, providing insight and practical strategies for its efficient
implementation.

Navigating the Labyrinth: Structure and Components of the
Schematic

The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
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schematic is not merely a collection of lines and symbols; it's a
exact representation of the vehicle's entire electrical system. It
commonly uses a mixture of signs and color-keyed to represent
different circuits and components. Understanding these standards
is the first phase towards interpreting the diagram.

Key elements you'll find contain:

Power Sources: The primary power source, the battery, is
directly identified, along with alternative power sources like
the alternator. Tracing power route from these sources is
essential for troubleshooting electrical issues.
Control Modules: The schematic illustrates the location and
connections of various control modules, such as the engine
control module (ECM), gearbox control module, and body
control module. These modules govern many aspects of the
vehicle's functioning.
Sensors and Actuators: Numerous sensors constantly track
vehicle variables (e.g., engine speed, temperature, oxygen
levels), while actuators respond to these signals by
controlling various systems (e.g., fuel injection, auto-
transmission shifting). The diagram charts the connections
between these crucial elements.
Wiring Harnesses and Connectors: The schematic
describes the intricate course of wiring harnesses throughout
the vehicle. Each connector is carefully labeled to facilitate
tracing circuits.
Circuit Breakers and Fuses: Protection devices like circuit
breakers and fuses are explicitly shown, indicating their
placement and the circuits they protect. This knowledge is
invaluable for troubleshooting electrical problems.

Practical Applications and Troubleshooting Strategies

The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic is not a mere manual; it's an indispensable tool for
troubleshooting electrical issues. By attentively tracing circuits,
pinpointing connectors, and knowing the function of different
components, you can effectively pinpoint the origin of electrical
malfunctions.

For instance, if your headlights are not working, the schematic can
direct you to trace the circuit from the battery, through switches,
relays, and wiring harnesses, to the headlights themselves. This
procedure removes conjecture and allows for a systematic strategy.

Beyond the Schematic: Resources and Further Learning

While the 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic is the primary resource, additional tools can improve
your knowledge and troubleshooting skills. These include:

Repair Manuals: Factory service manuals often give
detailed explanations of the electrical architecture and
complement the data presented in the schematic.
Online Forums and Communities: Online forums
dedicated to Jeep Cherokee Wagoneers present a wealth of
data shared by experienced owners.
Wiring Diagram Software: Specialized software can depict
the wiring diagram in a more user-friendly format.
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Conclusion

The 1987 Jeep Cherokee Wagoneer original wiring diagram
schematic is a complex but crucial resource for anyone working on
the vehicle's electrical architecture. By knowing its structure, icons,
and conventions, you can effectively solve electrical issues and
perform various maintenance tasks. With patience and the right
materials, conquering this ostensibly daunting schematic can
uncover the secrets of this legendary vehicle's electrical heart.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Where can I find a copy of the 1987 Jeep Cherokee
Wagoneer original wiring diagram schematic? You can
commonly find them online through diverse automotive parts
retailers, electronic archives, or specialized Jeep groups. Factory
service manuals also typically include the schematic.

2. Do I need to be an electrical specialist to interpret the
schematic? No, while some electrical expertise is helpful, the
schematic is meant to be interpreted by people with elementary
mechanical and electrical skills. Persistence and thoroughness are
key.

3. What tools do I need to use the schematic efficiently?
Beyond the schematic proper, you'll need basic tools for testing
electrical circuits, such as a multimeter, wire strippers, and a test
light.

4. Is there a abridged version of the schematic available?
While a fully abridged version might not be available, focusing on
the specific circuit you're working with can make the procedure less
overwhelming. You don't need to understand every element of the
entire system at once.
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