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Bringing your Flames of War
miniatures to life involves more
than just assembling them; it's
about painting them to reflect the
intensity and drama of the
battlefield. This essential guide
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dives deep into the art of painting
Flames of War miniatures,
specifically focusing on the
captivating and challenging task of
rendering realistic flames.
Mastering flame techniques
significantly enhances your
miniatures' visual appeal, adding
depth and storytelling to your
wargames. We'll explore color
palettes, blending techniques, and
helpful tips to ensure your flames
ignite the battlefield!

Understanding the
Fundamentals:
Colour Theory and
Flames
Before diving into specific
techniques, understanding the
underlying principles of color
theory is crucial. Flames aren't a
single color; they're a dynamic
interplay of hues, constantly
shifting and changing. This
dynamic nature is what we aim to
capture on the miniature. Think
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about real flames – the base is
often a deep orange or yellow,
transitioning to brighter yellows
and whites at the edges, with hints
of red and even blue in the hotter
parts. This color blending is key
to achieving realistic results.

### Key Colors for Flames of War
Miniatures

Base Colors: Start with a
foundation of yellows and
oranges. Cadmium Yellow,
Yellow Ochre, and Burnt
Sienna are excellent choices.
Experiment with different
shades to find your preferred
base.

Mid-tones: Introduce reds
and oranges as you transition
towards the hotter parts of
the flame. Vermilion, Scarlet
Red, and Orange are great
options here. The color
palette needs to have both
warm and potentially cool
elements.

Highlights: Bright yellows,
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whites, and even touches of
pale blue are used for the
highlights, giving the flame a
sense of intensity and
movement. Titanium White,
Ivory Black, and a touch of
Prussian Blue can work
wonders here.

Shadows: Darker oranges
and reds create depth and
realism. A touch of black can
be used sparingly to
introduce shadow and
contrast. Remember to
consider the background and
light source, as this heavily
influences the shadows cast.

Essential Techniques
for Painting Flames
Painting realistic flames isn't about
simply applying colors randomly; it
requires understanding and
applying specific techniques. Here
are some essential methods to
bring your Flames of War flame
effects to life:



Colours Of War The Essential Guide To Painting
Flames Of
5

### Layering and Blending

This is the foundation of realistic
flame painting. Begin with your
base color, gradually layering
lighter colors towards the flame's
edges. Don't be afraid to blend the
colors together using a wet palette
and a soft brush for a smooth
transition. Practice this technique
on a spare piece of plastic before
applying it to your valuable
miniatures.

### Drybrushing

Drybrushing is a fantastic
technique for highlighting the
edges and adding texture to your
flames. Load your brush with a
small amount of paint and gently
brush it across the miniature,
removing excess paint on a paper
towel. This technique adds a
subtle, textured highlight,
enhancing the sense of flickering
flames.

### Washing

Adding washes can add depth and
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shadow to your flames, enhancing
their realism. A thin wash of a dark
orange or red will darken the
recesses, allowing the highlights to
stand out even more. Remember,
less is more with washes; they
should enhance, not dominate, the
overall effect. Proper miniature
painting requires a great deal of
understanding of your tools.

Advanced
Techniques:
Achieving a Realistic
Look
Moving beyond the basics, let's
explore some techniques that will
help you create truly exceptional
flames:

### Glaze Techniques

Glazes are thin, translucent layers
of paint that allow the underlying
colors to show through. Using
glazes, you can subtly alter the
color of your flames and add depth.
Experiment with different glaze
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recipes to find ones that work best
for you.

### Adding Texture with Stippling

Stippling involves applying dots of
color to create texture. This can
mimic the flickering effect of
flames very effectively. Start with
small dots of lighter colors and
gradually blend them with darker
colors for a realistic representation.

### Using Other Materials

Consider adding texture using
other materials such as pigments,
basing powders, or even small
pieces of fiber optic cable to
simulate burning embers. These
can add a unique dimension to
your flames and enhance their
overall realism. The painting
techniques here are very
specialized.

Painting Flames on
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Different Surfaces
The surface you're painting on also
impacts your approach. Smooth
surfaces like plastics require a
different technique than textured
surfaces like resin. Experiment with
different brush sizes and paint
consistencies to achieve the
desired look.

Conclusion: Igniting
Your Flames of War
Painting realistic flames on your
Flames of War miniatures is a
challenging but incredibly
rewarding task. By mastering the
techniques discussed in this guide,
you can significantly enhance the
visual appeal of your miniatures
and bring your wargames to life.
Remember that practice is key;
don't be discouraged if your first
attempts aren't perfect. Keep
experimenting, and you'll soon be
creating breathtaking flame effects
that will amaze both you and your
opponents.
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FAQ
Q1: What type of paints are
best for painting flames?

A1: Acrylic paints are generally
preferred for their versatility, ease
of cleanup, and ability to be easily
blended. However, some artists
also use enamels, although they
require specific thinners and more
careful handling.

Q2: How do I prevent the
flames from looking flat?

A2: Layering, blending, and
highlighting are key to preventing
a flat look. Use a variety of colors
and techniques to create depth
and dimension. Drybrushing and
washes can also add texture and
depth.

Q3: How can I achieve a
flickering effect?

A3: Stippling, subtle variations in
color intensity, and careful
highlighting can help simulate the
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flickering effect of flames. You can
also use glazing techniques to
create subtle shifts in color and
intensity.

Q4: What if I make a mistake?

A4: Don't panic! Acrylic paints are
relatively easy to remove with
water, while enamels may require
a specialized thinner. If a mistake
is significant, you may need to
repaint the entire area.

Q5: What is the best way to
thin my paints for flame
painting?

A5: The ideal consistency is like
milk – not too thick, not too thin.
Add water or a suitable acrylic
thinner drop by drop, testing the
consistency on a palette before
applying it to your miniature.

Q6: How do I approach painting
flames on a vehicle versus an
infantry model?

A6: The scale will dictate your
approach. On larger vehicles, you
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can use more detail and layering.
Smaller infantry models may
require more simplified
approaches, focusing on key
highlights and shadows to create
the illusion of flames.

Q7: Are there any good
tutorials available online?

A7: Yes, numerous video tutorials
and articles are available online,
demonstrating various techniques
for painting flames. Searching
YouTube for "painting flames on
miniatures" will provide many
excellent resources.

Q8: What is the most important
aspect of painting realistic
flames?

A8: The most important aspect is
understanding the interplay of light
and shadow, and how colors blend
and transition within a flame.
Capturing that dynamic interplay is
key to creating realistic-looking
flames.



Colours Of War The Essential Guide To Painting
Flames Of
12

Colours of War: The
Essential Guide to
Painting Flames of
Fury
The infernal heart of any miniature
conflict often lies in the realistic
depiction of fire. Whether you're
depicting the inferno of a siege, the
explosive impact of artillery, or the
glowing trail of a dragon's breath,
mastering the art of painting
flames is essential to enhancing
your wargaming miniatures. This
guide will walk you through the
process, providing you the
methods and knowledge to evoke
truly stunning flames.

Understanding the Nature of
Flame

Before we delve into the colors, it's
necessary to understand the
qualities of fire itself. Flames are
not uniform in color; they change
continuously and possess a
complex interplay of light and
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shadow. The core of a flame is
typically the most intense, often
exhibiting a white luminescence,
while the edges tend towards red,
gradually darkening to a deeper
red or even soot in the shadows.
This difference is crucial to
represent realistically.

Choosing Your Palette: The
Colors of Combustion

Your selection should include a
variety of warm colours. A good
starting point includes:

Yellow: A bright cadmium
yellow or a similar tone forms
the foundation of the flame's
most intense parts.
Orange: Different hues of
orange, from a fiery
cadmium orange to a more
subdued burnt orange, are
crucial for creating depth and
transition.
Red: Various reds, including
vermilion, contribute a sense
of intensity and depth to the
flames. A deep, almost
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maroon can be used for the
shadowed areas.
Black & Brown: These deep
colours are used to define
the contours of the flames
and to create contrast. They
depict the ash and shade.

Layering for Depth and Realism

Painting flames is all about
constructing. Start with a base of
your most intense yellow or
orange. Then, carefully apply
progressively deeper colours,
blending the transitions to create a
smooth gradient. This process
mimics the natural evolution of
color in real flames. Don't be afraid
to experiment with different
techniques, such as wet blending
to create a range of textures.

Adding Highlights and Shadows
for Dynamic Effects

Sparkles and shadows are key for
giving your flames to life. Use
minute dabs of a intensely bright
yellow or even white to show the
hottest parts of the flame.



Colours Of War The Essential Guide To Painting
Flames Of
15

Conversely, use your richest
colours to define the shadows and
recesses within the flames. This
contrast enhances the perspective
and power of your work.

Advanced Techniques for
Masterful Flames

For even more lifelike flames,
investigate techniques like:

Glazing: Applying thin layers
of translucent colour over
previously applied colours
can introduce subtle
variations in color and depth.
Splattering: Using a stiff
brush to splatter small
amounts of paint can mimic
the flickering nature of
flames.
Blending: Smoothly fusing
colours creates a seamless
transition, adding to the
flames’ organic appearance.

Conclusion:

Mastering the art of painting
flames is a journey of exploration
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and practice. By understanding the
nature of fire, selecting the right
colors, and employing various
painting techniques, you can
enhance your wargaming
miniatures to a new level of
realism. So, seize your brushes,
and allow your creativity burn!

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

Q1: What type of paints are
best for painting flames?

A1: Acrylic paints are generally
preferred for their versatility, ease
of removal, and permanence.
However, oils or enamels can also
provide good results.

Q2: How can I avoid my flames
looking flat?

A2: Layering and the strategic use
of highlights and shadows are
essential to preventing a flat
appearance. Careful blending and
the employment of various painting
techniques can also help generate
depth and dimension.
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Q3: What if my flames look too
dark or too bright?

A3: This is common, particularly
when starting. If your flames are
too dark, introduce more lighter
colours in your layering process. If
they are too bright, include more
darker colours to create balance.
Don't be afraid to experiment until
you obtain the desired effect.

Q4: What's the best way to
practice painting flames?

A4: Practice on scrap pieces of
paper or plastic before applying
your techniques to valuable
miniatures. Experiment with
different color combinations and
techniques to develop your own
style. Observe real flames for
inspiration, paying close attention
to their color variations and
movement.
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