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Choosing the right paint for your marine vessel is crucial
for longevity and protection. For demanding applications
requiring exceptional durability and corrosion resistance,
Interthane 990 from International Paint stands out as a
premium choice. This article will delve into the features,
applications, benefits, and considerations surrounding
this high-performance polyurethane topcoat. We’ll
explore topics such as its superior corrosion
protection, its role in maintaining hull integrity, and
its application in both yacht maintenance and
commercial shipping.

Introduction to Interthane 990
Interthane 990 is a two-pack, high-build polyurethane
topcoat renowned for its exceptional gloss retention,
outstanding weather resistance, and superior hardness.
Developed by International Paint, a global leader in
marine coatings, Interthane 990 is specifically
engineered to withstand the harsh conditions
encountered in marine environments. This makes it a
popular choice for a wide range of vessels, from luxury
yachts to commercial ships. Its robust formulation offers
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a durable, long-lasting finish that protects against UV
degradation, saltwater corrosion, and fouling.

Benefits of Using Interthane 990
Interthane 990 offers several key benefits that make it a
preferred choice for professional and DIY marine painters
alike.

Exceptional Durability: Its high-build formulation
provides a thick, protective layer capable of
withstanding significant wear and tear. This
translates to extended periods between repainting,
saving both time and money.

Superior Gloss Retention: Unlike some marine
paints that quickly lose their shine, Interthane 990
retains its gloss for an extended period,
contributing to a consistently attractive and
professional finish. This is particularly important for
vessels where aesthetic appeal is a key factor.

Outstanding Weather Resistance: The
advanced polyurethane formulation resists fading,
chalking, and degradation caused by prolonged
exposure to UV radiation, rain, and extreme
temperatures. This ensures long-term protection
and performance.

Excellent Corrosion Protection: Interthane 990
provides a robust barrier against rust and corrosion,
protecting the underlying metal substrates from the
damaging effects of saltwater and atmospheric
moisture. This is essential for maintaining the
structural integrity of the vessel.

Easy Application: While requiring specialized
application techniques due to its two-pack nature,
Interthane 990 generally applies smoothly and
evenly, yielding a professional finish with minimal
effort for experienced users. Proper preparation of
the substrate is, however, crucial for optimal
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adhesion and performance.

Application and Usage of
Interthane 990
Interthane 990 is typically applied as a topcoat over a
suitable primer and undercoat system, often from the
International Paint range. The specific preparation and
application procedures are detailed in the product data
sheet provided by the manufacturer. This usually
involves surface preparation (cleaning, sanding,
priming), mixing the two components of the paint
according to the manufacturer's instructions, and then
applying multiple coats using appropriate spraying or
brushing techniques. Proper mixing ratios and
application techniques are crucial to achieve the desired
performance and aesthetic results. Failure to follow these
guidelines can result in poor adhesion, uneven finish, and
reduced durability.

One important aspect is the careful consideration of
environmental conditions during application.
Temperature, humidity, and wind can all affect the curing
process and the final quality of the finish. Following the
manufacturer's recommendations regarding
environmental conditions is essential for optimal results.

Interthane 990 finds application in various marine
settings, including:

Yacht Maintenance: Maintaining the pristine
appearance and protecting the structural integrity
of yachts and pleasure crafts.

Commercial Shipping: Protecting the hulls and
superstructures of cargo ships, tankers, and other
commercial vessels from the corrosive effects of
seawater and harsh weather.

Offshore Structures: Providing durable and
weather-resistant protection for platforms and
other structures in demanding offshore
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environments.

Maintaining Hull Integrity with
Interthane 990: A Key
Consideration
Maintaining the structural integrity of a vessel is
paramount for safety and longevity. Interthane 990, with
its exceptional corrosion resistance, plays a vital role in
this process. By creating a robust barrier against
saltwater and atmospheric corrosion, it helps prevent the
deterioration of metal substrates, thereby extending the
lifespan of the vessel and reducing the need for costly
repairs. The high-build nature of the coating further
enhances its protective capabilities, providing a more
substantial barrier compared to thinner topcoats. Regular
inspection and maintenance of the paintwork, along with
prompt attention to any signs of damage, are crucial for
preserving the protective properties of Interthane 990
and maintaining the overall structural health of the
vessel.

Conclusion
Interthane 990 International Paint stands as a high-
performance solution for demanding marine applications.
Its superior durability, gloss retention, weather
resistance, and corrosion protection make it a preferred
choice for maintaining both the aesthetics and structural
integrity of vessels across diverse applications. While
requiring careful application, the results – a long-lasting,
visually appealing, and highly protective finish – justify
the investment in this premium marine coating. Proper
surface preparation and adherence to the manufacturer’s
guidelines are vital for achieving optimal results and
maximizing the lifespan of the paintwork.
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Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)
Q1: How long does Interthane 990 last?

A1: The lifespan of Interthane 990 depends on several
factors, including environmental conditions, substrate
preparation, application techniques, and the level of
maintenance. Under ideal conditions, it can provide
years of protection, significantly reducing the frequency
of repainting. However, regular inspections and prompt
attention to any signs of wear or damage are crucial for
extending its lifespan.

Q2: What is the best way to clean Interthane 990?

A2: Interthane 990 is relatively easy to clean. Regular
washing with mild soap and water is usually sufficient to
remove dirt and grime. For more stubborn stains or
marine growth, a specialized marine cleaner can be
used, ensuring that the cleaner is compatible with the
coating. Always avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive
cleaners that could damage the finish.

Q3: Can I apply Interthane 990 myself?

A3: While technically possible for experienced DIYers,
applying Interthane 990 successfully requires skill and
experience in marine painting. The two-pack nature of
the paint necessitates accurate mixing ratios, and proper
application techniques are crucial for achieving a
smooth, even finish. If unsure, it is best to seek
professional assistance.

Q4: What are the potential drawbacks of using
Interthane 990?

A4: The main drawback is the need for specialized
application techniques and proper surface preparation.
Improper application can lead to suboptimal results. It's
also a two-pack system, requiring careful mixing and a
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relatively short pot life once mixed, so efficiency is
crucial. The cost is generally higher than standard
marine paints.

Q5: Is Interthane 990 suitable for all types of
vessels?

A5: While Interthane 990 is suitable for a wide range of
vessels, its suitability for a particular application depends
on factors such as the vessel's size, type, and operating
environment. Consultation with International Paint or a
qualified marine paint specialist is recommended for
specific applications.

Q6: What is the recommended recoating interval
for Interthane 990?

A6: The recommended recoating interval will depend on
the environmental conditions and the level of wear and
tear. Regular inspections should be conducted, and
recoating should be considered when signs of
degradation or damage appear. The manufacturer's data
sheet should provide guidance on this aspect.

Q7: Where can I buy Interthane 990?

A7: Interthane 990 is usually available through
authorized International Paint distributors and retailers
specializing in marine supplies. Checking the
International Paint website for a distributor locator in
your area is recommended.

Q8: What safety precautions should I take when
using Interthane 990?

A8: Always refer to the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) provided
by the manufacturer for detailed safety information and
precautions. This includes wearing appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves, eye
protection, and respiratory protection, working in a well-
ventilated area, and following all handling instructions
carefully.
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Diving Deep into Interthane 990
International Paint: A
Comprehensive Guide
Interthane 990 International Paint is a premium
polyurethane topcoat renowned for its outstanding
longevity and cosmetic appeal. This comprehensive
guide will investigate its key features, uses, and best
practices for implementation, providing you with the
understanding you need to enhance its gains.

The challenging environments of the maritime industry
demand coatings that can survive extreme climatic
situations. Interthane 990 ascends to this challenge,
offering unrivaled shielding against decay, wear, and
ultraviolet exposure. Its robust makeup ensures a
enduring layer that maintains its integrity over extended
durations.

Understanding the Key Features:

Interthane 990's popularity stems from a blend of critical
features. Its substantial attributes allow for lesser coats,
saving period and labor. This productivity is further
enhanced by its quick drying speed, decreasing
downtime. The layer's exceptional luster and shade
maintenance contribute to its aesthetic appeal.

The chemical composition of Interthane 990 offers
superior resistance to a wide range of agents, including
sea salt spritz, compounds, and mildew. This makes it an
ideal option for uses in demanding conditions, such as
offshore structures, bridges, and industrial machinery.

Application and Best Practices:

Correct base preparation is essential for achieving best
performance with Interthane 990. The area must be fully
purified and unburdened from all pollutants, such as
grease, dirt, and loose paint. Following the producer's
instructions regarding thinning, deployment procedures,
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and drying intervals is essential for confirming optimal
finish.

The use of suitable instruments, such as brushes, is
similarly significant. Maintaining consistent
implementation force and preventing sagging are main
factors in achieving a even and consistent layer.

Conclusion:

Interthane 990 International Paint represents a
considerable advancement in premium polyurethane
topcoat technology. Its singular blend of longevity, looks,
and ease of deployment renders it a highly popular
selection for a broad range of professional uses. By
understanding its principal features and adhering to best
practices, practitioners can utilize its potential to
produce exceptional performance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What is the typical drying time for Interthane
990?

A1: The drying time is contingent on several factors,
including temperature, humidity, and coating magnitude.
Check the manufacturer's data sheet for precise curing
periods.

Q2: Can Interthane 990 be applied over other
types of paint?

A2: Usually, yes, but sufficient surface readiness is
critical. Ensure harmonization with the lower paint before
implementation.

Q3: What is the suggested application technique
for Interthane 990?

A3: Airless spray application is typically favored, but
brush or roller deployment is also achievable. Again,
consult the manufacturer's specifications for detailed
advice.



Interthane 990 International Paint

Interthane 990 International Paint
9

Q4: How many coats of Interthane 990 are
typically needed?

A4: Usually, several coats are sufficient, but this is
contingent on the exact implementation and the desired
layer magnitude. Refer to the producer's specifications.
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