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BusinessObjects Desktop
Intelligence Version Xl R2: A
Comprehensive Guide

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence (DI) Version XI R2, though no
longer actively supported by SAP, remains a relevant topic for many
organizations still utilizing this powerful Business Intelligence tool.
This comprehensive guide explores the features, benefits, and
limitations of BusinessObjects XI R2, providing insights for users,
administrators, and those considering migration to newer platforms.
We'll delve into key aspects, including data visualization, report
creation, and its role in Business Intelligence. This article will also
cover key aspects of data connectivity, report scheduling, and the
overall user experience within the BusinessObjects XI R2 environment.

Understanding BusinessObjects Desktop
Intelligence XI R2

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 was a prominent Business
Intelligence application offering robust data analysis and reporting
capabilities. It allowed users to connect to various data sources,
create interactive reports, and visualize complex datasets. Its strength
lay in its user-friendly interface, which empowered even non-technical
users to create compelling reports and dashboards, facilitating data-
driven decision-making. However, understanding its limitations in the
context of current Bl tools is crucial. This understanding includes
considering its legacy nature and the advantages of migrating to
newer, supported software.

Key Features and Benefits of
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While outdated, BusinessObjects DI XI R2 still offered several
compelling features that contributed to its popularity. These included:

* Intuitive Report Design: The drag-and-drop interface enabled
users to easily create reports with minimal technical expertise.
Users could quickly build reports by choosing the data fields and
formatting them visually. This ease of use contributed
significantly to its adoption within organizations.

e Extensive Data Connectivity: BusinessObjects DI XI R2 could
connect to a wide range of databases and data sources,
including relational databases like Oracle and SQL Server, as
well as flat files and spreadsheets. This versatility was a major
advantage, allowing users to consolidate data from diverse
sources for comprehensive analysis.

* Advanced Data Visualization: Beyond basic reporting, the
software enabled users to create various charts and graphs,
providing effective data visualization tools. This allowed for
better comprehension of complex data trends and patterns. This
included functionalities like pie charts, bar charts, line graphs,
and more advanced visualizations depending on the data
structure.

e Report Scheduling and Distribution: Users could schedule
reports to run automatically at specified intervals, and distribute
them to various stakeholders via email or other designated
channels. This automation feature improved efficiency and
ensured timely access to crucial information. This was
particularly valuable for regular reporting requirements.

* Interactive Dashboards: Although not as sophisticated as
modern Bl tools, the ability to create simple interactive
dashboards allowed for quicker overview and analysis of key
performance indicators (KPIs).

Challenges and Limitations of
BusinessObjects DI XI R2

Despite its strengths, BusinessObjects DI XI R2 also faced several
limitations:

* Lack of Support: As a legacy product, it lacks official support
from SAP. This means that troubleshooting issues, security
updates, and access to new features are unavailable. This
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significantly increases the risk and reliance on community
forums for support.

e Limited Collaboration: Collaboration features were less
developed compared to modern Bl platforms. Sharing and
editing reports could be challenging, hindering team-based data
analysis.

 Integration Challenges: Integrating BusinessObjects DI XI R2
with other business systems could be complex, depending on
the legacy systems within an organization.

e Scalability Issues: Handling large datasets could be resource-
intensive, making it less efficient for organizations with
extensive data volumes.

e Outdated Technology: The underlying technology is outdated,
making it less compatible with modern infrastructure and
security protocols.

Migration Considerations for
BusinessObjects DI XI R2 Users

For organizations still relying on BusinessObjects DI XI R2, migrating
to a modern Bl solution is strongly recommended. This migration
ensures access to current support, enhanced security features,
improved collaboration capabilities, and a more user-friendly
environment. The process involves assessing current data needs,
selecting a suitable replacement platform (like SAP BusinessObjects BI
4.x or cloud-based alternatives), and planning a phased migration
strategy. Thorough data migration, training, and testing are crucial to
minimize disruption and ensure a successful transition. Consider the
total cost of ownership (TCO) of migrating, including software
licensing, training, and consulting services, against the benefits of
enhanced functionality, security, and support.

Conclusion

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2, while possessing
significant strengths in its time, is now a legacy product. Its intuitive
interface and robust reporting features were highly valuable, but its
lack of support and inherent limitations necessitate a move towards
more modern Business Intelligence solutions. Organizations utilizing XI
R2 should carefully assess their current needs and plan a strategic
migration to a platform that better addresses the evolving
requirements of modern data analysis and reporting. Understanding
the transition costs and benefits, and developing a well-defined
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migration plan are critical aspects of a successful upgrade.

FAQ: BusinessObjects Desktop
Intelligence XI R2

Q1: Is BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 still
supported by SAP?

Al: No, SAP no longer provides official support for BusinessObjects
Desktop Intelligence XI R2. This means no bug fixes, security patches,
or technical assistance are available directly from SAP.

Q2: What are the main reasons to migrate from Xl R2 to a
newer platform?

A2: The primary reasons are security vulnerabilities (due to the lack of
patches), limited scalability for growing data volumes, integration
challenges with modern systems, and the lack of advanced features
found in contemporary Bl tools. The absence of official support also
contributes significantly to the need for migration.

Q3: What are some suitable replacements for BusinessObjects
DI XI R2?

A3: SAP BusinessObjects Bl 4.x is a logical successor. Cloud-based
solutions such as Tableau, Power BI, and Qlik Sense also offer
comparable or superior functionalities. The choice depends on specific
business needs and budget constraints.

Q4: How long does a typical migration from BusinessObjects
DI XI R2 take?

A4: The migration timeframe varies greatly depending on data
volume, complexity, and the chosen replacement platform. It can
range from a few weeks to several months. Thorough planning and a
phased approach are crucial for minimizing disruption.

Q5: What are the potential risks of continuing to use
BusinessObjects DI XI R2?

A5: The main risks include security vulnerabilities (exposure to
malware and data breaches), inability to address bugs or performance
issues, difficulties in integrating with other systems, and the lack of
access to new features and technologies.
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Q6: Are there any resources available to help with the
migration process?

A6: While official SAP support is unavailable for XI R2, several third-
party consultants specialize in Bl migrations. Community forums and
online documentation can also provide valuable guidance.

Q7: Can | still use my existing reports after migrating?

A7: Often, the reports cannot be directly migrated. A significant
portion of the migration process involves either recreating reports
within the new BI platform or using conversion tools. The level of
effort required depends on the reporting complexity and the chosen
migration strategy.

Q8: What is the cost associated with migrating from
BusinessObjects DI XI R2?

A8: The cost depends on several factors, including the size and
complexity of the data, the chosen replacement platform, the need for
consulting services, and internal resources allocated to the project. It
is best to obtain quotes from potential vendors and consult internal IT
resources for accurate estimations.

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence
Version XI R2: A Deep Dive into Data
Analysis Power

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence Version Xl R2 signified a
substantial leap forward in the world of business intelligence (BI). This
effective software offered users an unmatched ability to access data,
convert it, and finally present meaningful insights in a variety of
aesthetically pleasing formats. This article will examine the principal
features, attributes, and useful applications of BusinessObjects
Desktop Intelligence XI R2, offering beneficial perspectives for both
novice and seasoned users.

Connecting to Data: The Foundation of Analysis

The strength of BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence Xl R2 resided in
its capability to interface to a extensive range of data origins. Users
could simply tap into data stored in various stores, including relational
databases like Oracle, SQL Server, and DB2, as well as flat files. This
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adaptability enabled analysts to integrate data from multiple sources,
creating a thorough perspective of the business. This process was
simplified through the use of intuitive connection wizards, making it
available even to users with restricted technical knowledge.

Data Transformation and Manipulation:

Once data was imported, BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2
provided a strong set of instruments for manipulating it. Users could
simply refine data by handling missing values, removing duplicates,
and adjusting inconsistencies. Furthermore, the software allowed for
data consolidation, calculations, and the creation of derived fields.
This flexibility was vital for creating significant reports and
evaluations. Think of it like having a robust toolbox for data shaping.

Report Design and Visualization:

The true strength of BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2
emerged in its capacity to produce highly productive visualizations.
The software offered a wide range of chart sorts, including bar charts,
pie charts, line graphs, and scatter plots, enabling users to display
their data in a concise and engaging manner. Beyond basic charting,
users could personalize reports with various formatting options, like
lettering, colors, and layouts. The consequence was the potential to
transmit complex data successfully to a broad group.

Practical Applications and Benefits:

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 possessed use across a
wide array of business areas. Finance teams could employ it to
evaluate sales tendencies, pinpoint chances, and improve marketing
campaigns. Production managers could track critical performance
metrics (KPIs), discover bottlenecks, and enhance efficiency. Human
staffing departments could analyze employee loss, pinpoint training
demands, and improve employment strategies. In essence, the
software authorized organizations to render data-driven decisions,
resulting to improved performance.

Conclusion:

BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence Version Xl R2 signified a
powerful tool for data analysis and reporting. Its capability to link to
diverse data providers, transform data effectively, and present
findings in aesthetically appealing formats made it a valuable asset
for organizations of all sizes. While newer Bl tools have emerged, the
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legacy of BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 remains
significant in molding the landscape of business intelligence.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 still
supported?

Al: No, BusinessObjects Desktop Intelligence XI R2 is no longer
maintained by SAP. Users are encouraged to migrate to newer BI
solutions.

Q2: What are some alternatives to BusinessObjects Desktop
Intelligence XI R2?

A2: Many alternatives exist, such as SAP Analytics Cloud, Tableau,
Power BI, and Qlik Sense. The best choice will hinge on particular
needs and budget.

Q3: Can | still locate resources for learning BusinessObjects
Desktop Intelligence XI R2?

A3: While official support is no longer available, various internet
resources, including communities and guides, may still exist.
However, dependability of these resources should be carefully
evaluated.

Q4: What were the key limitations of BusinessObjects Desktop
Intelligence XI R2?

A4: Some limitations included relatively limited scalability and linkage
problems with certain modern data providers. The front end was also
considered less user-friendly compared to some more contemporary
Bl tools.
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