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Learning a new language, or improving your proficiency in English, requires
dedication and the right tools. A good dictionary is paramount, and for many learners,
the Longman Active Study Dictionary of English stands out as a comprehensive and
user-friendly resource. This in-depth review explores its features, benefits, and how it
can significantly enhance your English language learning journey. We'll delve into its
specific strengths, examining aspects like its vocabulary, grammar explanations,
and its overall user experience.

Introduction: Why Choose the Longman Active
Study Dictionary?
The Longman Active Study Dictionary of English isn't just another dictionary; it's a
learning tool designed to actively engage the user in the process of vocabulary
acquisition and grammatical understanding. Unlike many dictionaries that simply
provide definitions, Longman Active Study goes further, offering rich contextual
examples, helpful illustrations, and clear explanations of grammar points. Its focus on
active learning sets it apart, making it an ideal companion for students, professionals,
and anyone looking to improve their English language skills.

Benefits of Using the Longman Active Study
Dictionary of English
This dictionary offers several key advantages that contribute to effective language
learning:

Extensive Vocabulary Coverage: The dictionary boasts a wide range of
vocabulary, covering both common and less frequent words, making it suitable
for learners of all levels. It doesn't shy away from idiomatic expressions and
phrasal verbs, vital components for understanding natural English.

Clear and Concise Definitions: Definitions are presented in a clear and
accessible manner, avoiding overly technical language. They're written with the
learner in mind, ensuring ease of understanding. The dictionary cleverly
employs synonyms and antonyms to enrich vocabulary learning and show



Longman Active Study Dictionary Of English

Longman Active Study Dictionary Of English
2

nuanced differences between words.

Abundant Example Sentences: The inclusion of numerous example sentences
in context is a major strength. These real-world examples demonstrate how
words are used in different situations, helping learners to understand their
precise meaning and usage.

Comprehensive Grammar Explanations: Beyond vocabulary, the Longman
Active Study Dictionary provides helpful grammar explanations. This is
particularly beneficial for learners grappling with English grammar rules. The
explanations are integrated into the entries, making it easy to access grammar
information relevant to specific words or phrases.

User-Friendly Design and Layout: The dictionary is well-organized and easy
to navigate. The clear layout and intuitive design minimize the time spent
searching for information, maximizing learning time. The inclusion of helpful
appendices, such as irregular verbs and common abbreviations further enhance
its user-friendliness.

Practical Usage and Implementation Strategies
The Longman Active Study Dictionary of English is versatile and can be integrated
into various learning strategies:

Independent Study: It's an excellent resource for self-directed learning.
Learners can use it to look up unfamiliar words encountered during reading or
listening.

Classroom Use: Teachers can incorporate it into classroom activities,
encouraging students to use the dictionary to explore vocabulary and grammar
independently.

Preparation for Exams: Its comprehensive coverage makes it an invaluable
tool for preparing for English language exams, such as TOEFL, IELTS, or
Cambridge exams. The example sentences and grammar explanations directly
address the skills tested in these examinations.

Enhancing Reading Comprehension: Using the dictionary while reading
improves comprehension by clarifying the meaning of unfamiliar words and
phrases.

Improving Writing Skills: Referencing the dictionary helps learners to choose
the most appropriate words and ensures accuracy in grammar, improving the
overall quality of their writing.

A Detailed Look at the Dictionary's Features
The Longman Active Study Dictionary stands out due to several key features:
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Pronunciation Guide: The dictionary provides clear pronunciation guides
using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), crucial for accurate
pronunciation.

Pictures and Illustrations: Visual aids are included to help illustrate the
meaning of words, particularly helpful for visual learners.

Thesaurus Function (implied): Although not explicitly labelled as a
thesaurus, the inclusion of synonyms allows for exploration of related
vocabulary, acting effectively as a built-in thesaurus.

Etymology: In many entries, etymological information is provided, tracing the
origins of words and enriching understanding of their development. This aids in
memorization and provides a deeper understanding of language evolution.

Idioms and Phrasal Verbs: The dictionary doesn't shy away from the
complexities of English, providing clear explanations and examples of idiomatic
expressions and phrasal verbs.

Conclusion: A Valuable Asset for English Language
Learners
The Longman Active Study Dictionary of English is more than just a dictionary; it’s a
dynamic tool designed for active learning. Its comprehensive vocabulary coverage,
clear definitions, abundant examples, integrated grammar explanations, and user-
friendly design make it a valuable asset for learners of all levels. Whether you're a
student, professional, or simply seeking to improve your English, this dictionary is a
worthy investment that will significantly aid your language learning journey. Its
emphasis on active engagement ensures that learners don't just passively absorb
information but actively participate in the process of vocabulary acquisition and
grammatical understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is the Longman Active Study Dictionary suitable for beginners?

A1: Yes, while it contains a vast vocabulary, the definitions and explanations are
written in clear, accessible language, making it suitable for beginners. Beginners
might start by focusing on core vocabulary and gradually expanding their usage as
their proficiency grows.

Q2: How does this dictionary compare to other dictionaries like the Oxford
Learner's Dictionary?

A2: Both are excellent dictionaries, but they have different strengths. Oxford
Learner's tends to be more concise, while Longman Active Study provides more
detailed explanations and examples, making it particularly useful for learners who
need more comprehensive grammatical support. The best choice depends on
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individual learning styles and needs.

Q3: Does the dictionary include British and American English variations?

A3: Yes, it generally incorporates both British and American English spellings,
pronunciations, and usage examples where applicable, highlighting the differences
between the two.

Q4: Is there an online version or app available?

A4: While a dedicated app might not exist, Longman offers online resources and other
digital dictionaries that may complement the physical book. Checking Longman's
official website for the most up-to-date information is recommended.

Q5: What are some alternative dictionaries I can consider?

A5: Other strong contenders include the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary
and the Collins Cobuild Advanced Learner's English Dictionary. Each has its own
strengths and weaknesses, so comparing features and user reviews is recommended
before making a choice.

Q6: How can I maximize the benefits of using this dictionary?

A6: Active engagement is key. Don't just look up words; use the examples to create
your own sentences, practice pronunciation, and incorporate new vocabulary into
your daily communication. Regular use is crucial for effective language learning.

Q7: Is this dictionary suitable for advanced learners?

A7: While beginners will benefit greatly, even advanced learners will find value in the
dictionary's in-depth grammar explanations and the vast vocabulary coverage. The
etymological information adds depth even for those with a high level of proficiency.

Q8: Is the Longman Active Study Dictionary suitable for ESL/EFL teachers?

A8: Absolutely. The dictionary is a valuable resource for teachers to prepare lessons,
answer student questions, and provide clear examples of grammar and vocabulary
usage. The clear explanations and ample examples make it a helpful tool in the
classroom.

Longman Active Study Dictionary of English: A Deep Dive into Lexical Mastery

The Longman Active Study Dictionary of English is more than just a tool; it's a
comprehensive learning resource designed to improve your English language skills.
Unlike plain dictionaries that merely give definitions, the Longman Active Study
Dictionary takes a proactive approach, equipping learners with the instruments they
want to not only comprehend words but also to effectively use them in various
contexts. This in-depth exploration will delve into its key features, emphasize its
practical applications, and offer insights into its pedagogical technique.
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One of the most striking features is its cutting-edge approach to vocabulary
development. It fails to just enumerate definitions; instead, it displays words within
their organic context through a wealth of instances from authentic origins. This
engrossing method enables learners to understand the nuances of word application,
avoiding the hazards of rote retention. For example, instead of simply defining "get
along," the dictionary might showcase several clauses illustrating the diverse methods
this idiom can be used, showcasing its versatility.

Furthermore, the dictionary contains a spectrum of teaching characteristics designed
to simplify vocabulary acquisition. These include beneficial images, clear explanations
of grammar points, and drill activities that strengthen learning. The addition of word
origins for many entries provides fascinating insights into the evolution of words,
enhancing the learning journey. This multi-dimensional approach transforms the
dictionary from a passive reference into an dynamic learning associate.

Another crucial aspect is the dictionary's emphasis on collocations. Collocations –
words that frequently occur together – are essential for smooth English
communication. The Longman Active Study Dictionary thoroughly identifies and
highlights these collocations, helping learners to form syntactically correct and
fluently sounding sentences. For instance, it explicitly indicates that we "make a
decision," not "do a decision," or "commit a crime," not "do a crime."

The real-world applications of the Longman Active Study Dictionary are widespread.
It's suitable for pupils of all stages, from intermediate to advanced. It's equally
beneficial for those preparing for tests, drafting academic papers, or simply aiming to
better their overall English language abilities. Its accessible design and complete
content cause it an priceless aid for anyone serious about mastering the English
language. Effective usage involves consistent consultation, focusing not just on
definitions but also on the examples and collocations. Integrating the dictionary into a
broader study program that includes speaking and drafting practice will increase its
effect.

In conclusion, the Longman Active Study Dictionary of English stands out as a
effective tool for English language development. Its innovative features, applicable
applications, and accessible design combine to produce a truly exceptional learning
journey. By actively engaging with its content, learners can substantially boost their
vocabulary, grammar, and overall English language proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Is the Longman Active Study Dictionary of English suitable for
beginners? A: While it contains entries suitable for all levels, its focus on more
advanced vocabulary and grammatical concepts might make it more beneficial for
intermediate to advanced learners. Beginners might find a simpler dictionary more
appropriate initially.

2. Q: How does this dictionary compare to other English dictionaries? A: The
Longman Active Study Dictionary differentiates itself through its emphasis on active
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learning, detailed collocations, and the inclusion of practice activities, offering a more
holistic approach than many purely definitional dictionaries.

3. Q: Is it available in a digital format? A: Yes, many editions are available in
digital formats, providing easy access through various devices. Look for the "Longman
Active Study Dictionary of English" app or online version.

4. Q: What is the best way to use this dictionary effectively? A: Don't just look up
definitions. Pay close attention to the example sentences, collocations, and practice
activities. Integrate its use into a broader study plan that combines reading, listening,
speaking, and writing.
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