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Teaching English as a foreign or second language (EFL/ESL) isn't simply about grammar
and vocabulary; it's about fostering comprehension and critical thinking. A crucial
element in this process is understanding how to effectively teach readers of English
students texts and contexts. This article explores the multifaceted nature of this
approach, highlighting its benefits, practical applications, and challenges. We'll delve into
various strategies, including contextualization, schema activation, and the
importance of selecting authentic materials, all vital components for successful
language acquisition.

Understanding the Importance of Context in
Language Learning
Effective language learning hinges on understanding not just the words on a page, but
the world those words inhabit. Contextualization, a key element in teaching reading
comprehension, provides the background knowledge and cultural understanding
necessary for students to fully grasp the meaning of a text. Consider a simple sentence
like "He dropped the ball." Without context, the meaning is ambiguous. Was it a literal
ball in a game, a metaphorical ball representing a missed opportunity, or something else
entirely? Providing context—perhaps a description of a baseball game or a business
deal—immediately clarifies the meaning.

This principle applies across all levels of English language learning. For beginner learners,
context might involve simple visual aids or real-world objects. Advanced learners require
deeper contextual understanding, including historical, social, and cultural perspectives.
By skillfully integrating context, we move beyond simple word-for-word translation and
encourage a more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of language.

Benefits of Teaching Texts and Contexts
The benefits of integrating texts and contexts in EFL/ESL reading instruction are
numerous:
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Improved Comprehension: Contextual understanding significantly enhances
students' ability to decipher meaning, even when encountering unfamiliar
vocabulary.
Enhanced Vocabulary Acquisition: Words learned within a meaningful context
are more likely to be retained and applied correctly.
Increased Engagement: Contextualized learning makes reading more relevant
and engaging for students, fostering a greater love of reading.
Development of Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing texts within their contexts
encourages students to analyze, interpret, and evaluate information critically.
Cultural Awareness: Exposure to diverse texts and their contexts broadens
students' understanding of different cultures and perspectives.
Improved Fluency: Understanding context aids in predicting meaning and
improves reading fluency.

Practical Strategies for Teaching Texts and Contexts
Several effective strategies facilitate the teaching of texts and contexts:

Pre-Reading Activities: These activities activate students' prior knowledge and
prepare them for the reading. Examples include brainstorming, discussions, and
quick writing prompts related to the text's topic.
Schema Activation: This technique helps students connect the text to their
existing knowledge and experiences. By eliciting prior knowledge, teachers create a
bridge between the unfamiliar and the familiar.
Authentic Materials: Utilizing authentic texts, such as newspaper articles, short
stories, and magazine excerpts, provides students with exposure to real-world
language use. This approach significantly enhances their comprehension and
vocabulary development.
Post-Reading Activities: These activities deepen comprehension and encourage
critical thinking. Examples include discussions, writing assignments, and
presentations.
Graphic Organizers: Visual aids like mind maps and concept maps help students
organize information and visualize connections between different aspects of the
text and its context.
Differentiation: Teachers need to differentiate their approach based on students'
proficiency levels. Beginner learners might need more explicit contextual support,
while advanced learners can engage with more challenging texts and complex
contexts.

Selecting Appropriate Texts and Materials
Choosing suitable texts is crucial. Consider these factors:



Teaching Readers Of English Students Texts And Contexts
3

Relevance: The text should be relevant to students' interests and experiences.
Complexity: The text should be appropriately challenging, neither too easy nor too
difficult.
Authenticity: Whenever possible, use authentic materials to expose students to
real-world language use.
Variety: Offer a diverse range of texts, including different genres and styles.

Conclusion
Teaching readers of English students texts and contexts is not merely a pedagogical
approach but a transformative methodology. By emphasizing the interconnectedness
between language and its surrounding environment, we empower learners to develop a
deeper, more meaningful understanding of the English language and the world it reflects.
Through a variety of techniques, from pre-reading activities to post-reading discussions,
educators can cultivate critical thinking skills and a lifelong appreciation for reading. The
benefits extend far beyond improved comprehension, fostering cultural awareness and
enhancing overall communication abilities. The ongoing evolution of teaching methods
necessitates continuous exploration and adaptation to meet the ever-changing needs of
ESL/EFL learners.

FAQ
Q1: How can I assess students' understanding of context?

A1: Assessment should go beyond simple comprehension checks. Use a variety of
methods, including open-ended questions that require critical thinking, writing
assignments analyzing the text within its context, and discussions exploring different
interpretations. Observe students' participation in class discussions and their ability to
connect the text to their own experiences.

Q2: What resources are available for finding appropriate texts and materials?

A2: Numerous resources exist, including online databases of authentic materials (e.g.,
online news sources, academic journals, literary websites), textbook publishers offering
diverse reading materials, and public libraries. Consider your students’ levels and
interests when selecting materials.

Q3: How can I incorporate technology into teaching texts and contexts?

A3: Technology offers fantastic opportunities. Interactive online exercises, digital
storytelling tools, and virtual field trips can enhance contextual understanding. Online
dictionaries and encyclopedias provide immediate access to background information.
Multimedia resources such as videos and audio clips can enrich the learning experience.
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Q4: How do I handle culturally sensitive topics in texts?

A4: Carefully consider the cultural context of the text. Be prepared to discuss potentially
sensitive issues respectfully and appropriately. Facilitate open discussions where
students can share their perspectives and engage in critical analysis, ensuring a safe and
inclusive learning environment.

Q5: My students struggle with unfamiliar vocabulary. How can I help them?

A5: Contextual clues are key! Encourage students to infer meaning from the surrounding
text. Provide visual aids, real-world examples, and explanations that connect unfamiliar
words to their existing knowledge. Don’t always resort to direct translation; focus on
understanding meaning within the context.

Q6: How important is the use of authentic materials in teaching reading?

A6: Using authentic materials is highly important, as it bridges the gap between
classroom learning and real-world language use. It exposes students to natural language
patterns, varied writing styles, and diverse perspectives, leading to more effective and
engaging learning.

Q7: What are some common mistakes to avoid when teaching texts and
contexts?

A7: Avoid oversimplifying texts, neglecting pre-reading activities, focusing solely on
vocabulary without considering the context, and failing to differentiate instruction based
on student needs. Also, be mindful of not overwhelming students with too much
information at once.

Q8: How can I effectively adapt this approach for online learning environments?

A8: Many of the strategies discussed above can be successfully implemented in online
settings. Use virtual platforms for discussions, online collaborative tools for brainstorming
and graphic organizers, and digital libraries for access to diverse texts. Consider using
video conferencing for interactive sessions and incorporating multimedia resources to
enhance engagement.

Teaching Readers of English Students Texts and Contexts

Introduction

Effective literacy instruction goes far beyond simply interpreting words on a page. Truly
skilled learners engage deeply with writings, comprehending not just the literal sense but
also the subtleties of expression, the writer's purpose, and the broader historical
background in which the work was created and received. This article will investigate
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effective strategies for teaching English language students to interpret texts within their
settings, fostering insightful thinking and a deeper grasp of communication.

Main Discussion: Unpacking Texts and Contexts

The key to successful textual understanding lies in understanding the interplay between
the piece itself and its contextual environment. This connection is multifaceted,
encompassing several key elements:

1. Authorial Intent and Purpose: Interpreting the creator's purpose – whether to
entertain or comment – is essential. This requires investigating the piece's organization,
voice, word choice, and rhetorical devices. For instance, analyzing a political speech
requires evaluating the speaker's persuasive methods and the socio-political environment
surrounding the speech.

2. Historical and Cultural Contexts: Pieces are results of their times. Grasping the
cultural context in which a piece was created is essential to thoroughly comprehending
its significance. For instance, understanding a 19th-century novel requires considering
the prevailing social norms, political environment, and technological advances of the era.
This improves comprehension of the creator's choices and the text's overall significance.

3. Genre and Form: The form of a piece – whether non-fiction, novel – determines both
its format and its significance. Students need to recognize the characteristics of different
styles and how these conventions add to the overall impact of the text.

4. Audience and Purpose: Recognizing the target recipients helps students to interpret
the author's choices in language and content. For instance, a juvenile tale will differ
significantly in tone and sophistication from an scholarly paper.

Implementation Strategies

Effective teaching requires a comprehensive approach. Exercises should include various
approaches to interest readers and promote analytical thinking. These might include:

Close reading activities: Focusing on specific passages to analyze language,
description, and format.
Discussions and debates: Encouraging learners to express their analyses and
interact in constructive conversations.
Research and background information: Providing students with means to
investigate the cultural setting of writings.
Creative writing assignments: Having readers write in response to pieces,
allowing them to grasp their interpretation in a creative way.

Conclusion



Teaching Readers Of English Students Texts And Contexts
6

Teaching English language readers to interact with texts in their environments is
essential for developing effective literacy proficiencies. By incorporating a selection of
strategies that highlight both the textual components and the contextual elements,
educators can foster a deeper understanding of language and equip students to become
more critical and participatory readers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. Q: How can I adapt these strategies for different age groups?

A: Adapt exercises to match the learning capacity of the learners. Younger students
might benefit from more visual tools, while older students can handle more sophisticated
interpretations.

2. Q: What resources are available to support teaching texts and contexts?

A: Many electronic materials offer additional materials, such as learning materials,
interactive assignments, and historical details.

3. Q: How can I assess learners' comprehension of texts and contexts?

A: Use a selection of testing techniques, encompassing written assignments, verbal
discussions, and practical tests. Focus on learners' ability to interpret texts within their
environments and to support their analyses with data.

4. Q: What's the role of technology in teaching texts and contexts?

A: Technology can improve teaching by giving opportunity to diverse writings, audio-
visual materials, and online interaction platforms. It can also enable research into social
settings.
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